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PERSONAL interview is perhaps the ideal sell- 
ing medium. Yet, Mr.. Advertiser, have you 
considered how closely this periodical approaches 
that ideal in the personal touch it carries into thou- 
s sands of homes ? 




















How Can I Keep From Singing? 
Eadie: By Henry K. Bentley 


HEARD I was a sinner, doomed 
To endless condemnation ; 

My sins, an awful mountain, loomed 
Too black for contemplation. 

But then I heard of Him who came 
My free salvation bringing, 

And found my pardon in' His Name ; 
How can I keep from singing ? 


I heard I must renounce the flesh 
_- nd every old alliance ; 
But found that Satan’s mighty mesh 
: Still mastered my defiance. 
: But then I heard of “Christ my Life, ’’ 
My fufl salvation bringing ; 
And found ’twas His to end my strife ; 
How can I keep from singing ? 


I see around on every hand 
The sorrow, sin, and dying 
Of those who seek no better land, 
Their only Hope denying. 
And oh, the loss, th’ eternal smart, 
I know their sin is bringing ; 
So if some song might reach some heart 
How can I keep from singing? 


I read that one day Christ will come 
To take His loved ones to Him ; 
And so, though thorny ways lead Home, 
I’m glad I ever knew Him. 
And oh, the jey, the endless bliss, 
Th’ eternal bells are ringing! 
With such a glorious Hope as this 
How can I keep from singing ? 








“The Devil’s Revenge” 


Satan’s cleverest strategy is to make men think 
- he does not exist. He must rejoice when men ridicule 
him, joke about him, or treat him as a myth. The 
Century Magazine, notorious for its bitter attacks upon 
distinctively precious Christian truth, published a re- 
markable article last March by the former President 
of Amherst, Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn, entitled “The 
Devil’s Revenge.” Dr. Meiklejohn, as is well known, 
is so radical that even a modern college had to part 
company with him. He tolerates not at all the Chris- 
tian Gospel and other basic teachings of the Bible. 
But he says some searching things. Calling atten- 
tion to the fact that “To-day for most of our people, 


‘shaking and blurring of the idea of God.” 


more careful how we deai with such a foe. 


7 
—~ 


including those who frequent the churches, the Devil is 
with Santa Claus,’—that is, most people believe 
there is no Devil, — Dr. Meiklejohn discusses some of 
the results of this unbelief. ‘The first effect is a 
God and 
the Devil were, for our fathers, “the two leading figures 
in the life of the world... . If now by some ill de- 
fined and unself-conscious process one of these persons 
drifts out of existence, it is inevitable that the same 
drift should seize upon the other. . . . Men are begin- 
ning to say, ‘Of course God is not a person as our 
fathers thought him and pictured him. We mean by 
God the goodness in the world whatever it is. ... And 
just why one should continue to call it God one also 
finds it hard to tell.’” This destroying of both the 
Devil and God is what Dr. Meiklejohn calls the 
Devil’s revenge. “To kill your enemy by his own act 
of slaying you, to reach up from oblivion and drag 


. your slayer down into the pit which he has digged for 


you, that is a Devil’s trick quite worthy of the ancient 
master of all tricks and guiles. That is revenge in- 
deed to please a Devil. And we, I think, sam, be 
+ er 
haps it is himself from whom have come these easy 
and casual announcements of his demise.” Dr. Meikle- 


john writes, of course, in a satirical way, and else- 


where in his article discloses his own unbelief. But 
his words may do good. God knows the tragic power 


.of Satan; and God’s Word fully informs and fore- 


warns us. 


=< 


Science and Sin 


Satan is trying to use science to make men under- wperuracy, and could not ena’ 


estimate the excteding® sinfuiness of sin’ “That 18" Sne 
of his “wiles.” The papers recently carried an_ac-° 
count of the descent upon the Cook Courity Jail, Chi- 
cago, of a large number of “psychoanalysts” and other 
professed scientists for the purpose of examining the 
two ,highly educated youths -who committed the un- 


thinkable murder of the Franks boy, driving a nail - 


into his head: with no more compunction than he would 
stick a pin through a beetle, one of them is alleged to 
have declared. Those psychologists all seem to have 
found excuses for the murderers. ,But the common- 
sense sheriff sized them up pretty well when he said 
that there was a crazy crowd of specialists in the jail 


trying to make his prisoners appear as crazy as then 

selves. The awful crime of the Chicago murderers i 
no blacker than the picture of sin painted by inspira- 
tion in the first chapter of Romans, and any men who 
do not “like to retain God in their knowledge” may be 
given over “to a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient, being filled with all unright- 
eousness.” “Moral perverts,” “degenerates”? No, just 
plain, common sinners, gone on to the nth degree of 
transgression. 


History and Prophecy 


Has supernatural prediction any place in the Bible? 
If every such prediction were cut out, it would leave 
a sadly mutilated book. From beginning to end of his 
book God foretells coming events, sometimes thousands 
of years in advance, sometimes a few hours in ad- 
vance, -and every such prediction of God, declared by 
the Holy Spirit throwgh fallible, imperfect men of 
limited knowledge, has been or shall be fulfilled liter- 
ally, with microscopic accuracy in every detail. But 
there are Bible students and teachers to-day ‘who say 
that in its record of past history the Bible sometimes 
makes mistakes, — that is, that it records some things 
inaccurately... The surprising fact is' that even Chris- 
tians who do not hesitate to believe in the Bible as a 
book of supernatural and accurate prediction, say that 
the Bible is not to be accepted literally in all its his- 
torical records. The question that should be frankly 
faced by all who hold this irrational view is this: 
would it not be a strange sort of God that could en- 
able men to write history in advance .with infallible 
x Mrite_accurately 
istory that is in the past? If there were degrees of 
difficulty for God, which would be harder for him: 
to tell what was coming before it occurred, or to. tell 
what had happened after it occurred? If Inspiration 
makes possible accurate predictions by men, cannot 
Inspiration make possible accurate history by men? 
So many of the Old Testament predictions concerning 
Christ, written centuries before his birth, were ful- 
filled im minute detail at and after his birth, as to 
geographical and other temporal matters, that no hon- 
est reader of the Bible can deny its predictive element. 
If we credit God with the impossible, let us credit him 
with the possible. 


What Is the New Psychology? 


the New Psychology, about which so much is 
being said and written to-day. 

The so-called New Psychology is that view of the 
human mind and its operations which is based on the 
theory of evolution. Its adherents have taught the 
world some new truths regarding the resources and 
functioning powers of the human mind, but they con- 
stantly look to the Jower forms of life to find the basis 
and source of all mental action in the human world. 
Some of its advocates even go back to the ameba, 
which they think is the firstfruits of the evolutionary 
process and the progenitor of all subsequent organisms, 
including man, The evolutionists think more of the 
ameba than they think of God. They spread their 
speculations over many pages in depicting the conduct. 
of that tiny one-celled creature of the poel, or of 
“common ditch-water,” as one of them puts it; but 
they refrain from any reference to God as the pos- 
sible Creator of life. Well may it be said of them, 
“God is not in all their thoughts.” 

A well-known author holds that the human “desire 
to know” is “one of the instincts of the race, inherited 
from our brute ancestors —the ‘instinct of curiosity,’ 
as most psychologists call it. It exists alike in the 
scientist and the savage, in the monkey and the dog.” 
Thus, instead holding ‘that God in creating man 
éndued him with a rational desire for knowledge, such 
evolutionists lift their thoughts no higher than the pry- 
ing curiosity of the apes and monkeys. 

Based primarily on evolution, the New Psychology 
assumes various forms. There is, for example, “Be- 
haviorism.” Explained in the simplest, way, its advo- 
cates hold that it is the sole business of psychology 
to study the actions of the human mind, its varied phe- 
nomena. It is idle and gratuitous, they say, to raise 


A‘ EARNEST ifquirer asks what is meant by 


the question as to whether the mind is an entity or not, 
distinct from the human body. In this respect Be- 
haviorism is like the old Positivism of Auguste Comte: 
it professes to deal only with phenomena, not with 
noumena or “things in themselves.” As to whether 
the mind is an entity, they say that is a metaphysical 
question; they want to deal only with the “practical,” 
the things which are known. If man has an immortal 
soul, we do not know it, and it is not an important 
concern. Such is the claim of the Behaviorists. This 
view, of course, is poles and poles distant from the 
Christian conception of the human soul. 

However, Behaviorism has its theories, in spite of 
its claim to deal only with phenomenal and practical 
matters, Perhaps its best known exponent to-day is 
Professor John B. Watson. Strange as it may seem, 
he discards all ideas of consciousness. “The time 
seems to have come,” he says, “when psychology» must 
discard all reference to consciousness.” This is,-of 
course, a most*radical departure, for heretofore psy- 
chology has often been defined as “the science of hu- 
man consciousness.” 

And what would the Behaviorist substitute for con- 
sciousness? He would recognize only conduct or be- 
havior. But he has his own definition. of behavior, 
which he says is “the separate systems of reaction that 
the individual makes to his environment.” his “re- 
action” is further declared to depend on “the total 
striped and unstriped muscular and glandular changes 
which follow upon a given stimulus.” Thinking con- 
sists merely of “sub-vocal talking,” says Dr. Watson. 
He tries to “show that practically all natural thought 
goes on.in terms of sensory motor in the larynx.” 

That surely is working a small section of human na- 
ture for a great deal more than it is worth. ‘No one 
has ever had the experience that his thoughts come 
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from his larynx. Therefore this species of psychology 
is not based on experience, and thus it is not scientific, 
but speculative. The same criticism holds regarding 
Dr. Watson’s definition of personality, of which he 
has this to say: “Let us mean by the term personality 
an individual’s total assets (actual and potential) and 
liabilities (actual and potential) on the reaction side.” 
Who has ever had the experience of personality in 
such abstract terms? No one. We know that we are 
persons because we are able to say “I,” to be self- 
conscious, and to distinguish ourselves from other per- 
sons and objects. Our personality or ego is that which 
endures through all the years of life, while every per- 
son’s “total assets” except his personality change 
from day to.day; yes, from hour to hour. ' 

As has been said, the Behavioristic Psychology ‘de- 
nies consciousness. Then how do its exponents know 
that they exist? How do they know that they them- 
selves, and not somebody else, propound their peculiar 
views of the human mind? How do they identify 
themselves? When they go out at night, how do they 
find their way home? Says Dr. J. W, Buckham, in 
his recent book, “Personality and Psychology” (Geo. 
H. Doran Co., New York, $1.75, net): “The attempt 
to get rid of consciousness is like trying to escape 
from one’s shadow. It can be done only by going ‘into 
the dark.” 

Under~another form, but with the same material- 
istic basis, the New Psychology is much given to the 
study and dissection of the human brain. 


what is called the “laboratory method.” In its acutest 


form, it is chiefly concerned with physiology, and re-_ 


gards psychology as a by-product. There is no such 
thing as a mind per se. Thought is merely a secre- 
tion of the brain, as bile is a secretion of the. liver. 
Every section of the brain is examined and manipu- 
lated, to see whether special mental actions cannot be 


traced back to particular neurons, cortexes, lobes, and. 


the like. Without the brain no thought would be pos- 
sible. Brain and mind are identified. Therefore the 
conclusion is inevitable that, when the brain ceases 
to function at death, the mind is utterly gone. Death 


is an eternal sleep for these protagonists of brain psy-, 


chology: ee 

Some recent scientists, however, trace almost’ all 
— phenomena, whether physical or psychical, to 
glands. f 
American Academy for the Advancement of Science 


that the thymus gland is the source of human existence, | © 


welfare, and progress. ' 
What shall be said to these things? By no means 
‘ should’ we condemn efforts to study the human brain, 
and, indeed, the whole human body, to discover their 
true and intimate relation to the human soul. 
one knows how closely .and vitally soul and body are 
connected in this life. But we must object to the at- 
tempt to reduce mind to organized material substance; 
to explain all mental phenomena in terms of matter. 
That is a species of consubstantiation which. is not 
borne out by fact ahd experience. It is much more 
scientific to discern that psychical experiences and ac- 
tivities differ widely from mere material categories. 
You can not deal with matter and mind in the same 
terms. Mind has thought, consciousness, feeling, 
volition. 
Mind might be defined as self-conscious, emotional, 
and conative substance. 
ter would be absurd. Matter is unconscious sub- 
stance, non-sentient, driven by necessity. Among the 
powers of mind is conscience. No sensible man would 
assert that matter possesses a moral faculty or ftunc- 
tioning power. oni 
Close study of the mind and the body in their rela- 
tions leads to the conclusion that the mind is an intelli- 
gent, self-conscious entity, which uses the body in 
the present life as its instrument. In spite of the 
New Psychology fads and fashions, we may hold 
firmly to the safe and sound doctrine of dualism and 
interaction. That means that the mind and body are 
distinct entities, but are closely related, so that what 
affects the one affects the other in varying degrees. 
For this life at least they have been divinely ordained 
to be partners. Therefore, after the body dies, the 
mind may still exist in a self-conscious and blessed 
state. It is at this point that secular psychology needs 
the light of the Holy Scriptures. The deepest psy- 
chology, the full-orbed psychology, is Christian psy- 
chology, based on the teaching of the Bible. 
Another division of the New Psychology is that of 
the Freudian school, whose founder was Sigmund 
Freud of Vienna. It has a number of outstanding 
features. It holds that man’s mental.outfit was evolved 
from an animal ancestry. A vast mass of inheritance, 
good and bad— mostly bad, or at least animalistic — 
has been brought down from our brute pedigree, has 
been stored up through the ages in a kind of cellar 
or subway within us, which is styled “the sub-con- 
scious mind,” probably nowadays more frequently 
called “the unconscious mind.” 
This underground part of the mind is much more 
capacious than the conscious part. The favorite com- 
parison is the iceberg, the greater part of whose bulk 
is beneath the water. The “complexes” stored by evo- 
lution in the unconscious mind give men a vast amount 
of trouble. Their long-accumulated animalism con- 
stantly wants to break out of the cellar and commit 
all kinds of depredations. A sort of policeman or 
watchman, however, stands at the door, and does his 
best to beat back the brute instincts and keep them in 


This is 


One of them said at a recent meeting of the ~ 


Every: ‘ion statted at’ Nancy ‘in France. 


No such terms can be applied to matter.: 


To speak in that way of mat-. 
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their place. This little censor at the doorway is cer- 
tainly endued with wonderful intelligence, while the 
inherited bestial flairs caged in the cellar are pos- 
sessed by a fierce determination to break out into the 
living-room. 

The Freudian school is also styled the school of 
psycho-analysis. It is a clinic. lt proposes to cure 
its patients by prying into their past secrets, and dis- 
abusing their minds of any obsession that may be 
troubling them. The Freudians also have a penchant 
for attributing almost everything in human experi- 
ence to “sex instinct,” or what they call the “libido.” 
By this they do not mean pure conjugal love, but sex- 
ual passion. On ‘this point their analyses are crude 
and degrading. Even Christian experience is attrib- 
uted to this sensual libido. Think of it for a moment 
—that pure and holy experience, the divine assurance 
of pardon, peace, and salvation through Jesus Christ, 
is based by these advocates on sex passion! 

Some of the new psychologists attempt to explain 
almost everything, including Christian experience, on 
various other grounds. Among them are the instinct 
of fear or self-preservation, the herd instinct, the fact 
of dreams, and the predilection of untutored people 
for seeing ghosts. Sensesion, auto-suggestion, and 
“mob psychology” are also called into service by much 
of the New Psychology. Many, if not most, of these 
theorists prefer to account for Christian experience 
in any way, no matter how thin-spun and inadequate, 
rather than to attribute it to divine operation and 
grace. Truly “God is not in all their thoughts.” 


Most of these psychologists are also determinists . 


—that is, they deny the freedom of the will, as Her- 

rt Spencer did in his day. Professor Thorndike, 
an advocate of Behaviorism, is a determinist. Dr. 
Warren devotes scarcely more than a page to the will 
in his text-book on psychology, and ia that brief’ spade 
he wavers between the doctrines of freedom and de- 
terminism, but leans to the latter view. Titchner’s 
treatment of the will in his handbook is very unsatis- 
factory. Thilly, the writer of a work on ethics, argues 
at length against the libertarian conception of the will 
and in favor of the deterministic view. What will 


‘become of our civilization if the future leaders of our 


people, trained in our colleges and universities, under- 
mine everywhere the fact and feeling of responsibil- 
ity by denying the freedom of the will? It is, in- 
deed, a serious situation we are facing to-day. 

' There is no need for further detail. It merely re- 


_ mains to be said that the New Nancy School of Psy- 


chology is, for the most part, a method of therapy. 
In their clinic they make constant use of suggestion 
and auto-suggestion to cure their patients. The fash- 
Perhaps its most 
outstanding representative is Emile Coue, who was 
recently ‘in this country.* His widely circulated hand- 
book, “Self-Mastery Through Conscious Auto-Sug- 
gestion,” was fully discussed in The Sunday School 
Times of February 7, 1923, and shown to be essentially 
anti-Christian, ; 
The only true psychology is found in the Bible. 
By a faithful study and scientific assembling of its 
contents, a complete system of psychology can be 


wrought out and organized, just as has been done with 
its doctrinal contents in our great system of the- 


ology. 

There are several recent books 1 which take the right 

sition. First, mention should be made of James 

issett Pratt’s book, “Matter and Spirit: A Study 
of Mind and Body in their Relation to the Spiritual 
Life’ (The Macmillan Co., New York, $1.50). Dr. 
Pratt calls himself “an avowed dualist and unashamed.” 
With his dualism, he strongly advocates interaction. 
Not all of Dr. Pratt’s works can be recommended, 
especially many parts of “The Religious Conscious- 
ness”; but the one named will help to rescue psychol- 
ogy from the hands of the despoiling materialistic 
monists. Dr, Pratt upholds immortality of the soul. 

Another recent book to note is Professor John 
Wright Buckham’s 
(Geo. H. Doran Cco., New York, $1.75, net). It is 
to be regretted that the author leans somewhat to the 
theory of evolution and makes one or two gratuitous 
flings at “theology,” and these are real flies in the 
ointment; but he ably defends the doctrine of man’s 
true, self-conscious personality, with marked ability 
and convincing force. His criticisms of Behaviorism, 
Psycho-analysis, and the New Nancy School are espe- 
cially keen. 

A third work, by Cecil V. Crabb, “Psychology’s 
Challenge to Christianity’ (Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, Richmond, Va., $1.25), cannot well be 
praised too highly. It is as sound in its theology as 
in its psychology. Indeed, it proves that the right 
kind of training in theology furnishes a good equip- 
ment for dealing with the science of the mind. Mr. 
Crabb finds no occasion to appeal to the theory of 
evolution to account for the functioning powers of 
the human soul. He shows that the creation of man 
directly in the divine image affords an adequate ex- 
planation of all the facts including those of the high- 
est and noblest order. By his forceful presentation 
of truth-and his incisive criticism of error Mr. Crabb 





2A number of the books mentioned in the above article 
are quoted by C. C. Ellis, Ph.D., in his booklet, “The Re- 
ligton of Religious Psychology.” This booklet will be 
found to be a helpful study of the religion of those who 
are trying to interpret religion in the terms of psychol- 
ogy (The Sunday School Times Co., 25 cts.). 


“Personality and Psychology” 
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will do much to aid in rescuing the great science of 
psychology from current jungle-bred speculations. He 
has the judicial mind. He distinguishes between truth 
and error. He gladly evaluates the real discoveries 
and contributions of present-day investigations in the 
realm of mind, and indicates how the Christian Church 
may use them, : 




















What Are the Answers 
to Those Lesson Questions? 


Readers of The Sunday School Times have been 
bombarding the editors with insistent demands for 
the answers to the “Questions for Teacher and Class,” 
inaugurated as a new department in the Times Lesson 
Helps last year. That the questions are unusually 
good there is not a shadow of doubt! They ought to 
be; for they are furnished by several of the Times’ 
best lesson writers, and are the composite result of 
the searching and thinking of keen minds. Indeed, a 
New York State reader writes: 


This is to thank you for the most helpful lot of 
questions I have ever found for an adult Sunday-school 
class. I often copy those that require research, and 
give them to different members of the class the pre- 
vious Sunday. 


A reader in Kansas expresses the request that has 
come also from many others: , 


If you could furnish answers to the questions that 
you have in The Sunday School Times each week, I 
think I could get a few subscribers. When I taught a 
class in another Sunday-school, I began with a few 
and the class increased to twenty-two, and they were 
the most enthusiastic, well informed class I ever taught. 
You had a list of questions and answers, in the Times, 
and I furnished the Times to each member of the class. 


A Kentucky reader was specially interested in one 
of the questions that appeared earlier this year, which 
asked, “Can you give six familiar quotations from this 
Book of First Samuel — ‘words’ often met in the best 
literature?” The answer. sent to her from the editorial 
department gave, for good measure, seven such quota- 
tions, as follows: 


1 Sam. 1: 8—‘Am [ not better to thee than ten 


sons?” 

zr Sam. 4: 9—‘Be strong, and quit yourselves like 
men.” 

xr Sam. 4:21.—“Ichabod ... the glory is departed.” 

1 Sam. 10: 11.—“Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

1 Sam. 10 : 23.—“‘Higher than any of the people from 
his shoulders and upward.” . 

1 Sam. 15 :22.—*To obey is better than sacrifice.” 

1 Sam. 26: 21.—“I have played the fool.” 


A question in the Easter Number of The -Sunday 
School Times last spring (April 5 issue) challenged 
interest; it asked, “Do you know the story about Gil- 
bert West and Lord Lyttleton concerning the resur- 
rection of Christ and the conversion of the apostle 
Paul?” A Pennsylvania reader who asked for the 
answer received the following reply: 


Lord George Lyttleton,-at one time Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and Gilbert West (both of: them famous in 
their day in England) agreed together to attack Chris- 
tianity. One was to write discrediting the. “Conversion 
of the Apostle Paul,” and the other the “Resurrection 
of Christ.” Each was to make an especial study of his 
subject as it was in the Bible and, after critical exam- 
ination, write out his refutation of it, for publication. 

The result was that both were converted! And more- 
over, each wrote an article in defense of the very sub- 
ject he was supposed. to attack! 

Gilbert West wrote on the “Resurrection of Christ,” 
and Lord Lyttleton on the “Conversion of the Apostle 
Paul.” Of the latter, Dr. Johnson said, “No infidel 
was ever able to answer it.” The encyclopedias usually 
list it first among his writings. 


In view of the lively interest in these questions, and 
the evidently earnest desire on the part of many 
readers, The Sunday School Times is glad to announce 
that, commencing with the first lesson of the Fourth 
Quarter of this year (lesson of October 5, appearing 
‘in the issue of September 20), answers to the Lesson 
Questions will be published the week following the ap- 
pearance of the questions. That is, the issue of Sep- 
tember 27, containing the lesson of October 12, will 
give the answers to the questions on the lesson of the 
previous week, for October 5; and so on. | 

This will have the advantage of inviting search 
and study on the part of those using the questions for 
a week before they can secure the answers; and should 
stimulate them to see how many of the,answers they 
can discover for themselves, later checking up by the 
published answers. For many classes it should greatly 
deepen the interest and profitable results of class study 
for each member of the class to have his or her own 
copy of The Sunday School Times, doing their own 
home study of the questions, and then comparing their 
results with the published answers later. 
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The Gospels and the Christ 


The richness and importance of the field in which all Scripture centers 











of History 
By W. Graham Scroggie 














EAN ALFORD (Gr. Test., Vol I, p. 43), in 

commenting upon Matthew 5:18, gave utter- 

ance to words of warning, at once solemn and 
startling. He said: 

“It is important to observe in these days how the 
Lord here includes the Old Testament and all its un- 
folding of the Divine purposes regarding himself, in 
his teaching of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven. 
I say this because it is always in contempt and set- 
ting aside of the Old Testament that rationalism has 
begun. First, its historical truth—then its theocratic 
dispensation and the types and prophecies connected 
with it are swept away; so that Christ came to fulfil 
nothing, and becomes only a teacher or a martyr; and 
thus the way is paved for a similar rejection of the 
New Testament, beginning with the narratives of the 
birth and infancy as theocratic myths, advancing to the 
denial of his miracles, then attacking the truthfulness 
of his own sayings which are grounded on the Old 
Testament as a revelation from God, and so finally 
leaving us nothing in the Scriptures but, as a German 
writer of this school has expressed it, ‘a mythology 
not so attractive as that‘of Greece.’ That’ this is the 
course which unbelief has run in Germany, should be 
a pregnant warning to the decriers of the Old Testa- 
ment among ourselves. It should be a maxim for 
every expositor and every student that Scripture 1s a 
whole and stands or falls together.” 

Beginning with the negative criticism of Strauss 
and Baur, over two generations ago, rationalism has 
marshaled all its resources in the attempt to discredit 
the Gospel records and to rob the Church of the His- 
toric Christ. But never did those Records stand more 
fully accredited than they do to-day. And “the oppo- 
sitions of skepticism to the Gospel narrative have not 
been without valuable results. From the conflict they 
have provoked a new literature has sprung into exist- 
ence, whose object is ‘to conceive and represent Christ 
just as he appeared in history.’ 

“Neander, Gess, Steinmeyer, Luthardt, Volkmar, 
Grimm, Lasserre, Pressense, Geikie, Farrar and Eder- 
sheim have done much to enable us to understand the 
world which surrounded Christ, and to appreciate his 
character, history, teaching, and work. Their investi- 
gations have greatly increased the evidence of the truth 
of the Gospels, and have obtained for the subject they 
have elucidated a central position in modern theology.” 
(Dr. H. Grattan Guinness.) 

Of course, it goes without saying that the sub- 
stance of the Gospel Records is The Christ, not Proph- 
etical or Experimental, but Historical. 

There are two principal ways in which these Rec- 
ords may be studied: 

1. As one continuous narrative from the cradle to 
the throne. (Harmony of the Gospels.) 

2. As a fourfold portrait of the One Divine Person. 

But it is from the combination of these aspects that 


the fullest benefit of study is derived, and this is the 
method outlined here. 


I. The Person of Christ —The four Gospel Records 
have been likened to four Portraits of the One Person. 

Matthew’s Record is the Profile Picture. Present- 
ing the Person of Jesus Christ to the world against 
the sky of the Past— making his face stand out so 
clearly against the background of Promise, Prophecy, 
Type, and Symbol, that we may recognize in him the 
fulfilment of the Voice of the Past in the actuality 
of the Present. 

Mark’s Record is the Steel Engraving. Giving the 
impression of clearness, openness, and strength. It 
may lack somewhat in warmth, but it gains perceptibly 
in precision, directness, and force. 

Luke’s Record is the Half-Tone Picture.’ In which 
the divinity of Jesus is shaded and toned and at the 
same time beautified by his rare humanity. Here there 
is less sharpness of detail, but wonderful delicacy and 
fineness of impression. 

John’s Record is the Life-Size Portrait. The artist 
here has moved his camera nearer, and has obtained 
a picture which to the world in general, and especially 
° the Christian, has proved the most satisfying of the 

our. 

This is all most suggestive, but we naturally ask, 
why are there Four Records? Why not two, three, 
five or more? This question has been answered in 
different ways at different times. Many students of 
these Records, from Tatian downwards, have seen no 
reason why there should be Four accounts, and have 
attempted with more or less success to fuse these in 
one harmonious whole. Others, beginning with 
Irenaeus in the second century, connected the fact of 
there being Four Records with the Four cherubim of 
Ezekiel and the Four Living Creatures of the Apoc- 
alypse; and this idea has persisted down to our own 
time with considerable variety of application. But, 
as already indicated, the Rationalistic Criticism of 
the past two generations has driven devout and schol- 


From a deep personal study and knowledge of 
the Word, and from a rich experience in living, 
teaching, and preaching it, comes this article from 
Mr. Scroggie, one of Great Britain’s foremost Bible 
teachers. It is a part of his larger work, “ Christ 
the Key to Scripture,” which has just been pub- 
lished in booklet form by The Sunday School Times 
Company (25 cents a copy, $2.50 a dozen, or 
$20 a hundred). This booklet will be found es- 
pecially helpful and illuminating by Sunday-school 
teachers and workers, since the International Uni- 
form Lessons for the next six months will con- 
tinue to deal with the life of Christ. 








arly minds to a saner method of investigation than 
had hitherto existed, and as the result of a true His- 
torical Criticism we are now able to say why there 
are Four Gospel Records and Four only. 

Three great peoples were employed of God to pre- 
pare the way for the advent of the. Messiah, the Jews, 
the Greeks, and the Romans; and to these three, as 
representative of all that was in the world at that 
time, Christ came to minister. He revealed himself 
as equal fully to meet the profound and. common need 
of mankind which Orientalism, Hellenism, and Im- 
perialism had so singularly failed to meet. “The three 
great historical nations had to contribute, each in its 
own peculiar way, to prepare the soil for the planting 
of Christianity, the Jews on the side of the relig- 
ious element; the Greeks on the side of science and 
art; the Romans, as masters of the world, on the side 
of the political element. When the fulness of the time 
was arrived, and Christ appeared — when the goal of 
history had thus been reached—then it was that 
through him, and by the power of the Spirit that pro- 
ceeded from him—the might of Christianity — all the 
threads, hitherto separated, of human development were 
to be brought together and interwoven in one web. 
(Neander. Church History, Vol. I, p. 6.) And out 
from among these peoples of the earth a New Society, 
a Holy Nation was to be constituted, the Church of 
God, to which also, though yet unborn, Christ came 
to minister. Thus, in the Four Gospel Records Christ 
is set forth as answering to the varied and complex 
need of mankind at that, and throughout all time. 

In Matthew He is the answer to Orientalism. 

In Mark He is the answer to Imperialism, 

In Luke He is the answer to Hellenism. 

In John He is the secret of Christianity. 

With this ground fact ever in view, the Gospels 
should be studied in order to some apprehension and 
appreciation of the magnificence of Christ, and »f 
the fact, which Horace Bushnell so beautifully elab- 
orates, that “The character [and we may add the 
work] of Jesus forbids his possible classification with 
men.” 

In the study of the Historical Christ in his four- 
fold aspect, it may be well to observe that: 


1. In Matthew, He is the Mighty King; in Mark, 
the Lowly Servant; in Luke, the Ideal Man; and in 
John, the Divine Son. 

2. Matthew was written for the Jews; Mark for 
the Romans; Luke for the Greeks; and John for the 
Church. Or we may say that Mark was written for 
the Gentiles, and: Luke for the World. Both these 
classifications are true, but in the view of the latter 
thé two great divisions of the then world into Jews 
and Gentiles are emphasized in Matthew and Mark 
respectively, and the common need of them all as men 
is emphasized in Luke. 

3. In outlook, Matthew is Prophetical, Mark is 
Practical, Luke is Historical, and John is Spiritual. 

4. In character, Matthew is Messianic, Mark is Re- 
alistic, Luke is Catholic, and John is Christian. 

5. In Matthew, the prominent quality is Power; in 
Mark, it is Endurance; in Luke, it is Sympathy; and 
in John, it is Wisdom. 

6. In Matthew, we are in direct touch with the Past; 
in Mark, with the Living Present; in Luke, with the 


widening Future; and in John, we are taken back and 


fore into eternity. 


7. In Matthew and Mark we are introduced to the 
Official Christ, the King and the Servant; but in Luke 
and John we see the Personal Christ, the Son of Man, 
and the Son of God. 

No doubt you are familiar with the word “synoptical”’ 
as applied to the first three of these Gospels. They 
are so called because they present a synopsis of the 
same series of events; whereas in John’s Gospel, the 
narrative and discourses are different. Having this 
distinction in view, we may say that: ' 

8. In the Three, the aspect of Christ’s life presented 
is outward, and earthly; whereas in the Fourth, it is 
inward and heavenly. 


9. In the Three, we are taken carefully over the 
ground of his Galilean ministry; but in the Fourth, 
over the ground of his Judaean ministry mainly. 


10. In the Three, his more public life is displayed; 
but in the Fourth, we are taken within the sacred 
precincts of his Private life. 


11. In the Three, we follow him up and down the 
land as he performs his works; but in the Fourth, we 
sit at his feet and hear his words. 


12. In the Three, we are impressed with his real 
and perfect humanity; but in the Fourth, with his 
true and awful deity. 

Such, then, is the Person. whom the Gospels call us 
to study. Manifestly our first duty is thoroughly to 
familiarize ourselves with the text of these narratives, 
and then wisely to employ the best outside aid which 
we can procure. . 

Let us now look briefly at, 


II.. The Work of Christ.—There are seven outstand- 
ing facts in the life of our Lord which reveal to us 
his work in all its wonder and fulness, and these seven 
facts are divided into three and four in a way that 
suggests design. In 2 Corinthians 5: 19 we read, “God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.” 
Two things are there declared, not one: 


_ That Christ came to bring God‘tc-men. “God was 
in Christ.” 
That Christ came to lead men to God. ‘“Reconcil- 


ing the world unto himself.” 


If we bear those two great truths in mind we shall 
see how the sevenfold fact of our Lord’s life and min- 
istry fits into them, and in a way, as I have said, which 
is most suggestive. Three is the number of heaven, 
and four the number of earth. Now notice that, when 
that part of the Divine ministry is in view which moves 
from heaven to earth, three of the seven facts claim 
our attention. And when that part of the ministry is 
in view which moves from earth to heaven, the other 
four facts present themselves. This will at once be 
seen from the following: 


Christ came to bring God to men, 
1. By his Incarnation, 
2. By his Preparation. 
3. By his Ministration. 


Christ came to lead men to God. 
4. By his Crucifixion. 

5. By his Resurrection, 

6. By his Manifestation. 

7. By his Ascension. 


There is a doctrinal significance in this outline which 
is of the first importance in a day when the Atoning 
facts are often denied or ignored, and the life of Christ 
is set forth as the great example for all men to follow. 
The foregoing analysis shows that there is no sal- 
vation in the first three of the seven facts. The In- 
carnation, Preparation, and Ministration of Christ 
could. no more remove our guilt and bring us peace 
than could the unveiling of God at Sinai. On the 
contrary, such a life is our greatest condemnation. 
But that revelation having been given, a way of ap- 
proach and possession is opened up in the atoning facts 
which follow. A_ superficial study of the Gospels 
must lead us to see that divine emphasis is laid, not 
on the first three, but on the last four of these seven 
facts. A few chapters only are given, to relate how 
God became Man; and a few verses only, to tell of 
thirty years of growth and service. Considerable space 
is employed in setting forth his Words and Works; 
but when we remember that his Ministration covered 
a period of not less than three-and-a-half years, and 
that the last four of the seven facts occupied a period 
of less than seven weeks, it will be evident at once 
that, proportionately, the greater part of the Gospel 
Records is occupied with relating the atoning facts. 

In the study of the Gospels with Christ’s work in 
view, each of these seven facts should be carefully ex- 
amined, both as to their content and their relation to 
one another. 

In this study we must have regard also for, 


III. The Method of Christ.—This may be said to be 
threefold; he wrought by: 

(1) Messages: the Unveiling of his Mission. 

Under this head, the teaching of our Lord should 
be brought under review, as set forth in his talks, 
and the more formal discourses. Principal among the 
latter are these five: 

The Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5 to 7. 

The Parables of the Kingdom. Matthew 13. 

The Great Olivet Prophecy. Matthew 24, 25. 

The Peraean Discourses. Luke 11 to 17: 10. 

The Upper Room Talk. John 13 to 16. 

But the shorter addresses of our Lord should also be 
very carefully studied, especially the ‘thirty-three Par- 
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ables, regard ever being had for their occasion and set- 


ting. 

S Matthew 4:23 we read: “Jesus went about all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of 
sickness, and all manner of disease among the people.” 
This is a fair summary of Christ’s method of ministry : 


Teaching was the Enunciation of his message. 
Preaching was the Application of his message. 
Healing was the Illustration of his message. 


After these many discourses and talks have been 
separately studied, it would be well to classify our 
Lord’s teaching under various topic heads, as, for 
example : 

_ The Father. The Spirit. Himself. Sin. Redemp- 
tion. Righteousness. Prayer. Life. The Kingdom. 
The Future. 

By this method we shall obtain a synthesis of the 
teaching in the Gospels on these and other great sub- 
jects. 

In the second place, we see that Christ wrought by 
means of 

(2) Miracles: the Credentials of his Mission, 


The Parables are instruction by utterance, and the 
Miracles are instruction by action; the parables were 
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miracles in words, and the miracles were parables in 
deeds. “The Miracles and Parables are exactly cor- 
relative to each other; in the one we see the person- 
ality and power of the Worker, and in the other the 
generality and constancy of the Work; in the one we 
are led to refer the ordinary events of life to God, and 
in the other to consider their relation to man; in the 
one we are led to regard the manifoldness of Provi- 
dence, and in the other to recognize the instructiveness 
of the Universe.” 

The careful study of Westcott’s, or any other clas- 
sification, is indispensable to an understanding of the 
meaning of Christ’s mission. : 

The third means whereby Christ wrought was: 

(3) Men: the Fruits and Agents of his Mission. 


To study how Christ got into touch with souls, how 
he led them from what they knew to what they did 
not know, and how, having brought them into the light, 
he sent them into the dark to bear their witness and 
rescue others, is among the most necessary and fas- 
cinating lines of study. 

This brief study-outline of the Christ of history 
will serve to show how rich is the field, and how im- 

rtant. The Bible centers in the Gospels, and the 

ospels center in Christ, so that he “is all and in all.” 

EpiInsurGH, SCOTLAND, 
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Professor George Milligan, D.D., Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 1923, 


is quoted as having said : 


‘*The book of Revelation is simply a mosaic of Old Testament Scripture. There is ncthing new in it. 
Almost every phrase in it is traceable to the Old Testament. Its figures of speech and its historical characters 
are Old Testament. But what is new is the combination of that which is old.’’ 


To this comment the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie adds: ‘‘ This means a great deal. We are not dependent 
on.a thorough a of Greek and Roman history in order to understand Revelation. We need only a 
t 


thorough knowledge of the Bible. ’’ 


Sunday School Times readers will find in this series, of which this is the second article, that,Dr. Carson has 


given a rich yet fascinatingly clear exposition. of the ‘‘book of consummation. ’’ 


You may wish to. share these 


articles with friends. There is still time to take advantage of the special 25-cent Get-Acquainted. subscription 
offer, which will carry The Sunday School Times for a period of ten weeks to whomever you may designate. 
Your subscriptions should state that you want them to begin with the Carson Series on Revelation, and should be 
addressed to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. ; ; 


Revelation, as to what he was to write. This 
instruction must be carefully observed in any in- 
terpretation of the book. This is the instruction: 
“Write the things which thou hast seen, the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter.” 
These three major divisions of the Revelation afford 
ample scope for the interpretations of the so-called 
Praeterist, the Presentist, and the Futurist; that is, 
those who apply the meanings of the book to the 
past, the present, or the future. But the very fact 
of these three divisions precludes any one of these 
three classes of interpreters from dogmatically as- 
serting that his principle of interpretation is applicable 
to the entire Book. There is an historical element in 
the Book, and it is vital, but through all the historical 
the prophetic element is evident. 

“Write the things which thou hast seen.” The 
reference is to the vision of glory that John looked 
upon, — one like unto the Son of man walking among 
the golden lampstands. It is the vision of Jesus Christ 
and his relation to the Church. But even this vision 
has in it the prophetic element, for the things which 
John had seen were to be viewed in their relation to 
the Second Coming of Christ. 

“The things which are.” The present things, the 
things of the present dispensation as described in the 
messages to the seven Churches. The historical inter- 
preters look upon this part of the Revelation as a rec- 
ord of the life and conditions of the Church. And 
such it is, but the record is not all of the past or of 
the immediate present. It is a delineation of the 
Church as then existing and a foreview of the Church 
from John’s time to the end of the age. This section 
of the Revelation covers the whole existence of the 
Church through the entire period of the Christian 
dispensation. 

“The things which shall be hereafter.” “The things 
which are” end with the third chapter. The “things 
which shall be hereafter,” begin with the fourth chap- 
ter. They are the things which shall transpire at the 
end of the present course, the things which follow the 
removal of the Church at the appearing of our Lord. 
This whole section is unfulfilled prophecy. 

These three divisions of the Book are consecutive in 
time and not co-extensive. They do not overlap each 
other. When the one is finished the other begins. 
The things which John saw are followed by the “things 
which are.” When these have run their course and 
are completed then “the things that shall be hereafter” 
take place. 

At the beginning of chapter four, it is recorded that 
John “looked, and, behold, a door was opened in 


TE JOHN was given definite instruction, in the 


heaven,” and he heard a voice which said, “Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must be here- 
after.” The call to “come up hither” indicates the 
fulfilment of 1 Thessalonians 4: 14-17. The Church, 
the Bride of Christ, has been caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air. From the fourth to the nineteenth 
chapter the Church is not seen. on earth. She is with 
the Lord in glory, and escapes the great tribulation 
and - of the judgments that fall so heavily upon the 
earth. 

Interest attaches not only to the symbols employed, 
but the numbers used so frequently, such as four, 
three, and seven that are prominent in the Revelation. 
The number seven pervades the entire book and influ- 
ences its structure. There are “seven spirits which 
are before the throne of God”;. “seven churches,” 
“seven golden candlesticks,” “seven stars” in the right 
hand of Jesus, “seven lamps of fire burning before 
the throne,” “seven horns and seven eyes” of the Lamb, 
“seven seals,” seven “trumpets,” seven mystic figures 
—the sun clothed woman, the red dragon, the man- 
child, the wild beast from the sea, the wild beast from 
the land, the Lamb on Mount Sion, and the Son of 
man on the clouds (chaps. 12-14). 

There are mentioned the “seven angels,” “seven 
thunders,” “seven thousand” slain in the great earth- 
quake, “seven heads” of the great dragon, and “seven 
diadems” upon his heads, “seven heads” of the beast 
that came out of the sea, “seven !ast plagues,” “seven 
mountains” upon which the mystic Babylon is seated, 
and “seven kings,” of whom five are fallen, and one 
is, and the other is not yet come. 

Throughout the Book there are many passages where 
the number sever is not mentioned, but that are dom- 
inated by that number. Seven is the number of com- 
pleteness, and it is a fair inference from. the constant 
appearance of the number seven in the Revelation that 
in the Book is presented the complete narrative that 
outlines the plan of God for. the future. 

There are many lines of distinctiveness in the Rev- 
elation. First—It is distinct in that it_is the one 
prophetic book of the New Testament. Prophecy is 
found in many of the other books of the New Testa- 
ment, and is central in some of them. But the Rev- 
elation is the only New Testament book that, with the 
exception of the first chapter, is given entirely to 
prophecy. Some of its prophecies have been fulfilled, 
but all of it from the fourth chapter is yet in the 
future, 

Second—The_ Revelation has a distinctiveness be- 
cause of the fulness with which it presents the person 
and work of Jesus Christ. No other book of the 
Bible presents such a sublime description of Jesus 
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Christ. John tells us that when he saw him he fell 
at his feet as dead. In the blaze of the revelation 
of Jesus even John’s eagle eye was dimmed, and his 
soul was overwhelmed. John had seen Jesus many 
times on earth, but not in his full glory as the First 
Begotten from the dead, and the Prince of the kings 
of the earth. When our Saviour dwelt among men, 
for their redemption, he made himself of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon him the form of a servant. For 
this reason he restrained the flashings of his Deity. 
But now Jesus is revealed in his glory, resplendent as 
the ancient of days. 


Third—The Revelation has a distinctness in its 
presentation of Jesus as the Saviour-King, the Re- 
deemer-Judge. Each crisis of horrible judgment is 
preceded with a vision of Christ. Before the seals 
are opened (4:5), before the trumpets. are blown 
(8: 2-6), before the vials are poured forth (chap. 15), 
heaven is opened that we may see the King in his 
beauty. If an awful darkness begins to fall on the 
earth, already the grey secret of the East begins to 
reveal the new and never ending dawn, the Lord is 
at hand, 

Fourth—The Revelation has a distinctness in its 
unfolding of the conditions of the future. This future 
is presented as a period of conflict, during which the 
forces of evil would be arrayed against the Church, 
and deadly apostasy would arise within the Church. 
Yet the redeemed people of God would be safe. 
Through all the conflict they would pass to triumph, in 
their own individual salvation and in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of Christ. Milton was not more poet- 
ical than he was Scriptural when he represents the 
Divine tragedy of the last days as an interminglirfg 
of solemn scenes and acts of judgment with a chorus 
of hallelujahs and harping symphonies. 

The Revelation is a book of war, but the war ends 
in triumph and peace. It is a book of thunder, but 
the rolling of the thunder dies away in liturgies and 
psalms. The Revelation is a paean’of exultation poured 
forth out of .the midst of anguish, rather than a 
miserere wrung from mighty grief. 


Fifth—The Revelation has a distinctness in the 
presentation of the Return of our Lord as the con- 
summation of God’s plans. The Revelation reverber- 
ates with the hope with which Christianity had begun 
—the enthronement of Jesus Christ as King —a mags 
nificent hope which no darkness could extinguish, no 
seas of blood could drown. 

This supreme ‘and glorious: hope of the believer is 
not presented as an isolated event. - It is inclusive of 
a large and varied seriés of events, all of which are 
the unfolding of God’s decree and over all of which the 
Redeemer-King is presiding. ©. . . 

Sixth—The Revelation has: a ‘distinctness in its: em- 
phasis upon the fact that in every crisis to which _hu- 
manity comes there is an offer of Divine mercy. This 
is true of the Church as of the world. All through 
the messages to the Seven Churches there is warning, 
appeals for repentance, and rewards promised to all 
who do repent, culminating in the great promise: “To 


- him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 


my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3:21). 

The same is true in the crises of the world. It 
is suggestive that the seven seals were opened by the 
Lamb and that the seven trumpets introduced Christ 
as the High Priest. Both Lamb and High Priest are 
redemptive agents. In the seal judgments the offer 
of mercy is made. After the opening of the sixth 
seal an angel appears and-cries to those to whom it 
was given to hurt the earth and the sea: “Hurt not 
the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have 
sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.” 
The Jewish remnant accepted this offer and with 
them, of the Gentiles, “a great multitude, which no man 
could number.” : 

At the time of the trumpet judgments, two witnesses 
es from heaven to testify to the mercy of God in 

rist. ; 

Before the Judgment of the seven vials “a Lamb 
stood on the Mount Sion,” and an angel appeared 
“having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people.” Thus through the 
whole period of the great tribulation we find the offer 
of mercy made to the children of men and it is a 
just inference that in alf these judgments of God he 
has a redemptive purpose. 

Seventh—The Revelation has a distinctness in its 
presentation of the glorious kingdom that shall be es- 
tablished on this earth — the kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ, “a new Heaven and a new Earth.” In 
that new order there shall be no mystery to cloud the 
mind, “no night” there; no disquiet or unrest to trou- 
ble the spirit, “there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain.” In that new order there shall be 
no rebellious spirit, no resistance of the will 
of God, no jarring will, no reluctant submission. 
There shall be one will in the new order. Its “solemn 
troops and sweet societies” shall move in harmonious 
consent of according hearts, and circle his Throne in 
continuousness of willing fealty. “The throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him.” 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your able and kindly handling of the 
questions brought to’ you has prompted me to bring you 
one which is weighing upon my heart and mind. 

I am a mother, but as my question vitally concerns my 
sixteen-year-cld daughter, I am hoping that you will be 
kind enough ta give me a little of your valuable counsel. 

My daughter is entering her junior year in the high 
school. While she has not yet yielded her life to Christ, 
she has respected her father’s and my wishes, when we, 
as Christian parents, have requested her not to do certain 
things. For instance, she has never attended a movie of 
any kind; has never danced nor asked to go out at night, 
except in company with us, or with other company which 
we approved. 

We try to be companionable with our children, and their 
friends gather at our house a great deal, for games, music, 
and a general good wholesome time. In the summer we 
all have a good camping trip together. 

Up to the present crisis these things have satisfied her, 
but recently she was taken into the Girls’ Glee Club at 
the school, and this is the cause of the anxiety at present. 
Each semester the boys’ and girls’ glee clubs, and the or- 
chestra combined, give a concert. My daughter has just 
taken part in the fall concert, or operetta. I went to see 
the play myself, and really, I was far from pleased, to say 
the least. Our girls, though all very modestly dressed, 
were rouged and “made up” by the teachers, and sang and 
stepped back and forth in the approved “chorus girl” 
fashion. The play had nothing except the modest costumes, 
and decent speech, to commend it. 

Now, when we told our daughter we wanted her to give 
up her Glee Club work, she was heart-broken and said 
she would be in disgrace with her music teacher, and the 
other club members. She said that the work was a great 
pleasure to her, and she would sing at both commence- 
ments each year, and the baccalaureate sermons, mothers’ 
meetings and so on. She says she feels we should let her 
make her own choice in this matter, and bear her own 
responsibility, as our minister’s daughter, who is in the 
same club, is doing. 

It was really a most distressing situation for a few 
days, and that nice companionship between herself and her 
father and me was broken. She said she would rather quit 
school than to go back and face the criticism and miss 
the pleasure there, and that we were cruelly forcing her 
into this position. I suppose I should say here that if 
she did not enter into these things so wholeheartedly we 
would not become so alarmed. But that is the child’s 
nature in everything. 

Another consideration involved which distresses me is 
this: Her brother in the sophomore year plays in the or- 
chestra, and is getting splendid training there; but as the 
orchestra plays for these semi-annual concerts and plays, 
we feel that although it seems to do him no harm, it 
would look unjust, or unequal or partial to allow him to 
remain and play when we wquld not permit our daughter to 
sing. So we have also a sad boy, disappointed at the 
prospect of giving up the enjoyment of playing with a 
splendid orchestra. 

Aside from the sorrow it causes me to make my chil- 
dren unhappy in this issue, and the sorrow because of the 
loss which they must suffer in a musical way, I am anxious 
im trying to decide to what extent it is right for me to 
make my unsaved children follow my convictions in these 
things. Should I permit them at their age to decide any 
of these matters for themSelvés? 


Our minister suggests that we try to prevail upon the. 


school authorities to.make the programs of such a nature 
that we could feel free to have our children participate in 
them; but my husband is a graduate of one of the high 
schools- here, and has a close acquaintance with some of 
the higher school Officials, and he thinks that would be im- 
possible. I find that- people who do not love the Lord or 
his cause consider s6me things very “tame” and “good,” 
when to us those same things have a marked evil ten- 
dency for our children. 

I do not want to deny my children the legitimate pleas- 
ures of school life, nor make life unbearable for them, 
and yet I feel my responsibility before God in directing 
them. Gratefully yours, A MOTHER 


AAY DEAR “MOTHER”: I so much sympathize 

with you in your problem, for it is one that is 
hard to handle. I have this winter just past given 
much time and thought and prayer to this question 
of high school activities. I had never attended one 
of these plays, and before answering you I have gone 
to one in a small town, to see what was given and the 
result on an audience, seemingly, and the probable in- 


fluence on the boys and girls. I have a number of’ 


these girls in my Sunday-school class, and I have 
talked to them very freely about the influence of 
these things on their lives, and it is hard to find one 
that can see any harm in doing these things. 

In my own experience, I never allowed either of 
my daughters to dance or take part in these things, 
and always put it to them that when they became of 
age they skould choose for themselves, but so long 
as they were under my control and that of their 
father, they must conform to our: wishes. But I am 
free to say to you that the pressure was not so strong 
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on them as it is growing to-day, and I find the life in 
a smaller town very different from a large city. 

I appreciate the situation with your children, and 

know if you lose their confidence and the close rela- 
tion you have had with them it will mean a loss of 
power over them, that may be very harmful to them. 
I hesitate to say hold out on these things, because of 
the result you may have in unhappiness in the home 
life, and the chasm it may bring between you. I have 
a friend who did hold out, and it was a cause of fric- 
tion between her and her daughter all through her 
high school days, and ended in the daughter going 
her way after the graduation, and a keen separation 
which will never be bridged over or forgotten, and 
the old relationship will never be restored. 
_ I have found the hardest thing a mother has to do 
is to relinquish the helm or the guiding of her chil- 
dren! But it must come, and I have learned and am 
still learning, that as they take life in their own hands 
my only recourse for them is prayer. The sweet 
precious prayers of the baby days and the early child- 
hood days is changed into an agony of prayer for 
their safety, as they meet sin in every avenue in which 
they move. The trend is not toward the heavenly, and 
to influence your children to choose the good and 
pure, will be the most you can do. At all costs keep 
their confidence! They must not think you are sim- 
ply wanting your own way, but they must realize you 
are truly seeking their highest good and happiness. 

Let them know how it will hurt if they do the 
wrong or deliberately choose the evil, and how it will 
blight your highest and fondest hopes for them! 
Then put the responsibility up to them, and pray con- 
tinually as they go forth to meet their lives and the 
issues. Let them know you expect them to be true 
to their training which they have received in their 
home from you parents, and that everything that 
touches them either adds to your happiness or takes 
from it. Have confidence in your children! Put up 
a standard for them and expect them to come up to 
re will do much to help them keep in the right 
path. 

I am so glad your children have the freedom of their 
home. Keep it so and encourage them to bring all their 
friends and acquaintances to the home, and be not 
fearful but “pray without ceasing,” and trust even 
your children in the hands of God, and you will find 
he will work it out for you, your home, and all that 
touch the life of your dear ones. 

My sympathies are so fully with the young to-day. 
The Church is offering so little to help them to have 
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pleasure of any kind, and so the schools are supply- 
ing the need. We cannot expect those who do net 
love the Lord to fully meet our judgment. We are 
not of the same mind‘and so cannot agree. It is 
a higher and a more complex task for the home to- 
day to hold its influence for God against the wiles 
of the devil. No wonder the Bible says in 1 Peter 
5:8, “Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth about, seeking whom he may devour.” We do 
not want our children to fall under him, do we? 

Let this present .experience make you more than 
ever zealous for the conversion of both your chil- 
dren. Keep hold of God with a stronger faith than 
you have ever had before, and this.may be the turn- 
ing-point in your home life, when God will grant you 
their salvation, and you shall then all see alike in 
the amusements of life. Go slowly, and keep very close 
to both son and daughter, even if you cannot approve 
of all they may want to do. Try to get your mind 
back to their years, and see how you felt then, and 
may the dear Lord reveal to you the very m:nd you 
need to do his will with every decision for each. Re- 
member his tenderness in all his dealings, and his 
patience as he teaches us his will! 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


~~ 




















Ye are all the children of light, and the children 
of the day: we are not of the night, nor of dark- 
ness (I Thess. 5:5). 


6ST HE sons of the day” is the characterization with 

which Paul describes Christians, and the day is 
not any day, but he hemera kuriou, the day, the Day 
of the Lord. This daybreak is that for which those 
“with songs of the Lord’s Coming in their hearts” (to 
borrow the phrase of the Church’s earliest hymn-book, 
the Odes of Solomon) are watching. For God hath 
appointed us to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ who died for us, that whether we watch (not 
merely “wake”; they that are drunken are drunken 
in the night, awake in carousings) or sleep, we should 
live together with Him (vs. 7, 9, 10). 


New Hampton, N. H. 

















When Should a Boy Be Put Out? 


Almost every Sunday-school has at least one * bad boy ” problem. 
Have you solved yours, or have you merely gotten rid of it? 


By the late H. Clay Trumbull 

















OME will say unhesitatingly that there are occa- 

sions when it is best to dismiss a pupil from the 
Sunday-school. The more inclined a superintendent 
is to emphasize the side of good discipline in the 
school, the surer he is to feel that a dismissal of a 
pupil is sometimes a necessity. Without, however, 
attempting a categorical answer to the question, “Is 
it ever best to dismiss a pupil from a Sunday-school?” 
I want to suggest as a result of my experience, ob- 
servation, and study, for nearly a half-century, my 
conviction as‘to the time and circumstances when it 
is not best, nor proper nor allowable, to dismiss a 
pupil from a Sunday-school. 

In the spring of 1852, I was superintendent of a 
mission school among the rougher and more needy 
people near the river bank in Hartford. In that day 
the poor were poorer, and the rourh were rougher, 
than now; and mission-schools were a greater novelty 
and more difficult to manage than at present. Our 
room was on the floor next to the roof. It was reached 
by two flights of rickety stairs, and through dark 
passages dimly lighted by candles at noon day. In that 
upper room, and in the- passage leading to it, we had 
many a rough time that might have tempted a super- 
intendent or teacher to lose his temper if it were not 
under entire control. But a loss of temper, on his 
part, would not have been to the shame of the pupils, 
but to that of the superintendent, or teacher. As. it 
was, in all the years when I knew most of that school 
there was never a pupil dismissed from it; nor was 
there ever a policeman called info that room, or sta- 
tioned at the door, to: aid in securing order. 

On one occasion as I was conducting the opening ex- 
ercises from the desk at the end of the room a little 
colored boy came in, ran toward the desk, threw him- 
self on his head and shook his bare feet in front of 
the large Bible from which I was reading. Wasn't dis- 
cipline called for in that case? Our good city mission- 
ary, Father Hawley, stepped up to-the boy, and putting 
one hand before and one behind, turned him over, 
saying pleasantly, “All right, my boy, only the other 
side up in this room.” The boy took his seat. He 
was now right side up because the city missionary had 
kept right side up, instead of being upset by such an 
occurrence. 

A Christian disciplinarian, who heard of this inci- 


dent, said indignantly, “Why didn’t you thrash him 
out of the room with a cart whip? Any boy ought 
to know better than that.22. Yes, any boy ought to 
know better than that, and it was to induce him to 
know better and do better that he was in that school. 
That little boy had been under evil influences from 
his birth. Until now he had never been asked to do 
better. “Father Hawley” took him, as he groveled 
head downward on the floor, and said to him in sub- 
stance, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk.” It is well that the spir't of those 
words controlled the city missionary, instead of the 
desire to use a cart whip on a boy who ought to 
know better: That Christ-like spirit has power now 
as nineteen centuries ago. That little colored boy 
with his unfortunate childhood came to a fine Chris- 
tian manhood, lived a Christian life in another city 
than his birthplace, and then died a Christian death. 

On one occasion I actually rolled on the floor in 
a struggle with a boy who was trying to stab me. 
There had been no attempt on my part to correct him, 
or to put him out of the room. I had laid my hand 
on his shoulder in kindness while he was having sharp 
words with another puril. He misunderstood my 
motive and turned and grappled with me. I had 
- unkind feeling to the last, and he recognized 
this. 

Years after that very boy came to see me, bringing 
his credentials as holding an important position in 
the educational work in another state. As I read his 
credentials, he said, “You see, Mr. Trumbu!], that your 
work was not lost on me in Morgan Street Sunday- 
school.” And I did see that. If we had had more 


of the cart whip there, our work would have been lost. 


If it is ever best to dismiss a pupil from the Sun- 
day-school there must be, to justify it, something worse 
than standing on one’s head and shaking one’s bare 
feet in the superintendent’s face while he is reading 
the Bible to the schcol, or rolling on the floor in a 
struggle with the superintendent, whom the pupil is 
trying to stab. Anything of this sort may demand 
grace and faith and ingenuity and perseverance on the 
superintendent’s part to show that he is better fitted 
to this occasion than the troublesome pupil. The 
superintendent is ordinarily the one who lacks when a 
pupil is put out — not always, but often. 
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Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, 
Pp 


LESSON 13. SEPT. 28. REVIEW: OPENING PERIOD OF CHRIST’S MINISTRY 


International Uniform Lesson 


erish, but have eternal life.— John 3: 16 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 














The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 
The birth of Christ! “Born,” not a mere helper nor a 
mere moral TEACHER nor a “Way-shower” nor an 
“Example” to follow for salvation, but a SAVIOUR! 
Luke 2:8-11, “Born this day a SAVIOUR.” ‘1 
John 4:14, “To be a SAVIOUR.” Luke 19: 10, “To 
seek and to SAVE.” 1 Timothy 1:15, “To SAVE 


sinners.” 
Second 
PERSONAL work! Individual work for individuals. 
John 1:40-45, Andrew “Findeth” Simon Peter! 


Christ “Findeth” 
Nathanaelf Whom have 


(What a day’s work that was!) 
Philip! Philip “Findeth” 
we found? 

John 3: 1-21, Christ working with ONE man. 

John 4: 1-26, Christ working with ONE woman. 

2 Kings 4: 27-31, And it means PERSONAL work, 
which can not be “deputized” to any Gehazi! Verses 
32-37. Elisha “Put HIS mouth upon his mouth, and 
HIS eyes upon his eyes, and HIS hands upon his 
hands, and stretched HIMSELF upon the child’ |! 


Third 


The “Temptation of Jesus”; not to see if he would 
sin, but to “demonstrate” that he COULD NOT! 
Christ used ONE weapon with Satan,—the WORD 
of God! 


Matthew 4: 1-11, “Of the Spirit to be tempted of 


the devil.” Each time he answers simply, “It is 
WRITTEN.” Not “was,” but “is.” The Word of 
God is not an antiquated thing. It LIVES! 


John 14: 30, “The prince of this world cometh, and 
hath NOTHING in me.” 2 Corinthians 5:21, R.. Vy 
“Him who KNEW no sin’! 


Fourth 

The Golden Text. The heart of the Gospel. 

John 3: 16-18, “God so loved the world” that he 
gave his Son; Galatians 2:20, The Son “loved me” 
and gave himself! Romans 4:4, 5, “That worketh 
NOT, but BELIEVETH.” Acts 13: 38, 30, “All that 
BELIEVE.” 


Romans 3: 21-23, “Upon all them that BELIEVE.” 


Acts 16:30, 31, “BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
Fifth 


What is it to believe? Two illustrations. 

John 2:24, “COMMIT.” Same Greek word “BE- 
LIEVE.” 
John 4:50, “Believed the WORD that Jesus had 
spoken; and WENT!” He took Christ at HIS 
WORD! 

MarSHALL, TEX. 
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The Message of the Lesson 
By W. W. Rugh 


I. The Opening Period of Christ’s Ministry 
HE life of our blessed Lord may be summarized 
in his birth, his temptation, his ministry before 
his transfiguration, his ministry after his trans- 
figuration, then his crucifixion, his resurrection, and 
ascension to the right hand of God. Four accounts 
ive us the history of his life, as a King, Servant, 
Saviour, and Son of God. The one giving us the his- 
tory of his life as the Son of man who came to seek 
and to save the lost, records in fullest manner his birth 
and early life. 


Lesson x. Jesus was born of a defined woman (Isa. 
7:14), in the appointed place (Bethlehem) (Mic. 5: 
2), in due time (Rom. 5:6), for a God-appointed pur- 
pose (John 17: 18) ; therefore he was the true Shepherd 
to whom the porter opened the door (John 10: 1-5). 

Lesson 2, The boyhood of Jesus was both natural 
and supernatural in physical development, supernatural 
in spiritual development. He was God, manifest in 
the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16). Many in the nation of Is- 
rael missed the message of God’s Word in the Old 
Testament by looking for the Son of David, who 
would be the Son of Abraham, without being the Son 
of God. They did not discern that the two lines of 
truth converged in one person (Psa. 2:6; Isa. 9:6). 
The boyhood, therefore, of Jesus was both divine and 
human, not merely human. 


Lesson 3. The One who was to be made sin for us 
went down into baptism as a sinner, picturing thereby 
what he was to be counted in the councils of God, 


Lesson Calendar for the Third Quarter 


1. July 6—The Birth of Jesus ..........sseeeees Luke 2: 7-20 
Golden Text: Luke 2:11 

2. July 13.—The Boyhood of Jesus ............ Luke 2 : 40-52 
Golden Text: Luke 2: 52 

July 20.—The Baptism of Jesus ............ Mark 1: 1-11 


3 
Golden Text: Mark 1:11 
4. July 27.—The Temptation of Jesus ...... Matthew 4: 1-11 
Golden Text: Hebrews 2:18 
. August 3.—The First Disciples of Jesus ....John 1 : 35-5r 
Golden Text: John 1 : 43 


“ 


6. August 10—The First Miracle of Jesus ...... John 2: 1-11 
Golden Text: John 2:5 
7. August 17.—Jesus Cleanses the Temple. (May be 


used with Temperance Applications) ..... John 2 : 13-22 
Golden Text: Matthew 21:13. 
8. August 24.—Jesus Talks with Nicodemus ...John 3: 1-17 
Golden Text: John 3: 16 
9. August 31.—Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman 
John 4: 4-42 
Golden Text: John 4: 24 
10. September 7.—Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son 
John 4 : 46-54 
Golden Text: John 14:6 
11. September 14.—Jesus Driven from Nazareth Luke 4 : 16-30 
Golden Text: Luke 4: 18 
12, September 21.—Jesus Makes a Missionary Tour 
Mark 1 : 35-45 
Golden Text: Mark 1 : 40 
13. September 28.—Review: Opening Period of Christ’s 


Ministry. 
Golden Text: John 3 : 16 
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in order that he might, save sinners who believe on 
him (2 Cor. §:21; Luke 19:10). 

Lesson 4. “The all points” in which our Lord was 
tempted were the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, 
and pride of life (Hem 4:15; 1 John 2:16). Eve 
was tempted in all points, “good for food, delight-to 
the eyes, to be desired to make one wise” (Gen. 3:6): 
No man is tempted in any other way. Therefore, our 
Lord is abla to succor all who are tempted, if they 
but trust in him (Heb. 2: 18). 

Lesson 5. In selecting his disciples Jesus used three 
words, “Come, follow, go.” He uses the same to-day. 
They are all that we need to know to be a real dis- 
ciple. If we come to him-in a life of consecration to 
him, and walk by his Spirit’s help in fellowship with 
him we cannot help but go to tell others of him, too. 

Lesson 6. The first miracle or sign which Jesus 
wrought in turning water into wine revealed his glory, 
—that is, who he was, the Son of God; so did all 
the other signs which he wrought. His words and 
his works proved or revealed that he was the Christ, 
the Son of God. Believing this fact, and that he died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that he 
was buried, and rose again according to the Scriptures, 
we have eternal life, as well as forgiveness of sins 
(John 20:31; 1 Cor. 15: 3, 4). 

Lesson 7. The cleansing of the temple by our Lord 
was suggestive of his preparation of a place for us, 
where all who believe him enter into the enjoyment 
of the blessings which God has given us in Christ 
(John 14:3; Eph. 1: 3-14). 

Lesson 8. Nicodemus failed to see from the thirty- 
nine books of the Old Testament that he needed to be 
born again, though there were plenty of statements in 
the oracles of God committed to the Jews, which re- 
vealed that fact (Jer. 17:9; Psa. 51:6; Ezek. 36: 26; 
Isa. 53:6). Nicodemus was just like the people of 
Israel. Seeking to establish his own righteousness he 
did not submit himself to the righteousness of God 
(Rom. 10: 3). 

Lesson 9. This lesson reveals a needy woman, but 
a Saviour whose need was greater than hers. His 
weariness and thirst and hunger came from lack of 
opportunity to give. This is why the Lord purchased 
us as empty vessels, that he might pour into our hearts 
his infinite fulness (Luke 6: 38; Acts 20:35). 

Lesson 10. The nobleman’s faith was simple enough 
to take Christ at his word without a question. Any 
other attitude toward God and his Word is not faith 
(Heb. 11:1). 

Lesson 11. When the people of Nazareth drove 
Christ out of their town, they shut the door of their 
hearts towards God, and shut out all the boundless, 
fathomless blessings of his salvation. Although like 
Israel, he could say, “I would, but ye would not” 
(Matt. 23: 37-39). 

Lesson 12. The single eye of our blessed Saviour 
sent him from one town to another with a message of 
life to souls dead in trespasses and in sins. He lis- 
tened not to all the flatteries of men; but he never 
missed hearing the heart cry of a lost or needy soul. 


Il. Review by Golden Texts 


Lesson 4. The “Child born” in the City of David 
was the seed of the woman, the Son of Abraham, the 


Son of David, the Son of God, and the Jehovah of the 
Old Testament, therefore the Saviour. 


Lesson 2,. The wisdom in which Jesus advanced is 
the wisdom which is from above, first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy 
(Jas. 3:17). 

Lesson 3. The testimony of the Father, “Thou art 
my beloved Son,” is the highest witness concerning 
the deity of our Lord. 

Lesson 4. The One who succors us when we are 
tempted is the One who knows all the power of the 
enemy, and has overcome him. 

Lesson 5. To follow Christ is to enjoy a life of 
conscious fellowship with the One who loves us more 
than his own life, and cares for us, whether we wake 
or sleep. A 

Lesson 6. We have no right to listen to any one 
telling us what to do except the One who bought us 
and owns us (Acts 20: 28; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 

Lesson 7. God’s house of prayer is the place of 
communion with him, where we may enjoy the holiest 
partnership with him in a life of service. 

Lesson 8. All that follows the word “so” in John 
3:16 reveals the infinite measure of God’s love. He 
gave his all in the gift of his Son, even himself, in- 
dicating thereby his estimate of us. 

Lesson 9. Worshiping of God as Spirit is the end 
of all idolatry, for redemption is by faith, not by sight 
or feeling. 

Lesson ro. “I am the way” tells us that we may 
come to God. “I am the truth” tells us that we may 
know how to.come. “I am the life” tells us what we 
will receive. 

Lesson 11. Anointed ones are empowered once; 
therefore, we can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us (Phil. 4:13). 

Lesson 12. “Thou canst,” the utterance of faith, is 
answered by “I will,” another utterance of faith. 


III. Review by Devotional Reading 

Isaiah 55: I-13. “ads 

This chapter tells us of Christ as the only One who 
can quench thirsty hearts; satisfy the longing soul; 
fulfil the everlasting covenant of the sure mercies of 
David as the ruler of Israel, be a witness to and leader 
of the people, the Holy One of Israel. He is found 
of them that seek him; abundantly pardons the wicked 
who turn to him, his thoughts are higher than ours, 
he came down to earth, like the rain, to give seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater; his word does not 
return unto him void; he bids us to go forth filled 
with joy and peace; he changes the thorn into the fir 
tree, and the brier into the myrtle; his name is an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


AME some features of the Quarter’s lessons which 
characterize the story of Jesus as “Good News.” 

2. What would you cite as “good news” for one 
who is sick? For one who is in moral or spiritual 
shipwreck? For any who desire to enter upon a great 
life program? 

3. Which one of the twelve lessons do you think is 
most important to the present industrial situation? The 
present political situation? The present international 
situation? The present discussion as to Modernism? 
Why? 

4. Give in correct chronological order the events of 
the first twelve years of the life of Jesus. 

5. What does Scripture tell us about the eighteen 
“silent” years in Nazareth? 

6. How does this preclude taking the life of Christ 
as an example to follow for salvation? 

7. Why does Satan seek to deny the virgin birth of 
Jesus? : 

8. Why did Satan tempt Christ to “make bread” out 
of stones? 

9. Why did Satan first tempt Christ to assert him- 
self? 

10. What was Christ’s attitude toward the Scrip- 
tures both in the Temptation by the Devil, and in the 
synagogue at Nazareth? 

11. What traits, or habits of earl 
observe in Jesus in the events o 
ministry ? 

12. Why is the early period of Jesus’ public ministry 
called the “Judean” period? 

13. What indications are there that Jesus was con- 


training, do you 
his early public 


Lesson for September 28 
Review 


scious of the full import of his work even at this early 
period? . 

14. What would you say of the success of his first 
public ministry? 

15. Make a list of seven persons with whom Jesus 
came in close touch during his Judean ministry, Study 
his purpose and way with each one of the seven.» 


16. What person mentioned do you think shows the 
greatest effect of Jesus’ teachings upon him or her? 

17. Which one of these lessons has brought Christ 
nearest to you? Why? 

18. Which one of these lessons furnishes you with 
the best example of Jesus as the Saviour of the world? 


19. What are the last recorded words of Mary the 
mother of Jesus? 


20. Were the four Gospels ever intended to be har- 
monized as one continuous story? What reason do 
you have for thinking as you do? 


Getting Started in Class 


I THE Philadelphia Public Ledger of August 16, 
1924, we read, “A deserted boat marked ‘Dauntless — 
Honolulu’ has been found stranded on Gatasan Island, 
off the coast of Zamboango. Last year a man climbed 
out of a packing box on a trans-Pacific liner at Hono- 
lulu. He was Ira Sparks, of Peru, Ind. He sailed 
westward from Hawaii in a dory, announcing he was 
on his way to the Holy Land. He was going to ‘seek 
the true word of God’ in his good ship ‘Dauntless.’ 
A strange quest of a strange man in a strange world.” 
Strange indeed, and yet is it more strange than some 
of the less spectacular quests for God which men are 
engaged in ag ae ge to-day? Over nineteen hun- 
dred years ago God sent his “love-gift,” Christ Jesus, 
the living Word, that “whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” He has 
given his divinely inspired Word which tells men all 
they know of God’s love and shows them the only way 
in which they may come to know God the Father. 
Still they seek him through nature, through science, 
through Spiritism, through social service, and through 
every other conceivable way. Why will so many re- 
ject that plain, simple, straight way of belief on him 
whom God sent, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life? Strange quests of strange men 
in a strange world. 
w 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Birth of Jesus. Jesus was born in 
a barn and belonged in the “barn” class, and has been 
received by the barn people. From that day to this 
day the “Inn” folks have never exhibited any great 
enthusiasm on the approach of Jesus. In two thou- 
sand years of “On earth peace, good will toward men,” 
the world has not been able to learn the tune of this 
Christmas carol. And we are not referring to sharp 
swords but to sharp words. Not to guns but to 
“hammers.” We wound up this lesson with a little 
peep into that sacred place, the mother heart. We 
could have spent the whole time right there. 


Lesson 2.—The Boyhood of Jesus. This was one 
of the best lessons for a Dad we have ever had.’ 
First the glory of just mere growing. The other day 
I saw a.young man eighteen years old who was twen- 
ty-eight inches high and weighed eighteen pounds. If 
your youngsters are growing out of their clothes, sew 
on the flounces and set in the gores and praise the 
Lord. Pray not that the child may be “awful smart,” 
but may have good common sense. This is what Jesus 
had. Then mold your boy in a Square Man and your 
girl into a “well-rounded woman.” Yes, physically, 
too! The sides of the square, you may remember, 
were these: Wisdom, Stature, Favor, God. Nobedy 
went to sleep when this lesson was on. 


Lesson 3.—The Baptism of Jesus. This lesson be- 


gan with the question of baptism and some 
questions of the “argifyer” on the subject — 
which usually puts the quietus on him. Godly 


sons of godly forbears well-pleasing to their fathers 
brought us to the McCormicks of Harrisburg, who 
are all, both men and women, active workers in the 
church. And other similar Harrisburg families could 
have been mentioned. 


Lesson 4.—The Temptation of Jesus. The three 
temptations of Jesus were the temptations of the Easy 
Way. See Africa and the Isles of the Sea. The 
temptation of the show-off. See any place where the 
race has gathered together, either high or low. The 
temptation of Selling Out Cheap. See the postage 
stamp “swiper,” the trolley car “beater,” the business 
letter liar. Satan, please note, wants the Fall Down 
worshiper. In all the temptation Jesus handed Satan, 
“It is written.” When you are handed a writ from 
the Court House, what do you do? 


Lesson 5.—The First Disciples of Jesus. The best 
big things usually have very small beginnings. Chris- 
tianity no exception. The romance of ings 
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greater than any fiction. This is the way of the mag- 
azine with the greatest circulation. “Peter” finding 
one of the hardest propositions in all the world. Be- 
cause “Peter” is apt to know us too well in our every- 
day, around the house, working “clothes.” We are 
afraid he might jokingly quote the stock prayer, “O 
Lord, send a revival, and let it begin with me.” We 
must be a “Follower” ourselves and not just a be- 
longer before we can find Peter. “Nazareth” the very 
place of the “good things.” A fine lesson. 


Lesson 6.—The First Miracle of Jesus.—The mortifi- 
cation of not having enough at the weeding feast to 
serve every one plentifully. Jesus always at hand to 
help out of a hole. Jesus never refuses an invitation to a 
repast or a parley. Social or business. To help out. 
That’s what is the matter with Europe — they did not 
invite Him. What was the Cana wine? The perfect 
drink is found in the cold and sparkling bubbling spring 
of the countryside. Cat Swamp’s one of the Corner’s 
favorites! The glory of Jesus’ miracles all around us 
in redeemed men and their joy and prosperity. While 
the lesson is the first miracle, the glory of the latest 
miracle was to-day. 


Lesson 7.—Jesus Cleanses the Temple. Jesus did 
not hesitate to do what many a follower has felt like 
doing many a time since. But as good law-abiding cit- 
izens we could not do. There was nothing “soft” and 
“easy” about the Master. Nor should there be about 
you. “The zeal what eats folks up,” which made the 
small boy afraid to go into the Church, is what thou- 
sands of men and women need to make them success- 
ful in their lines of endeavor. Indeed, not much is 
accomplished otherwise. Folks still cry for the sign. 
Doubt has to be shown. Believin’ is seein’. 


Lesson 8.—Jesus Talks with Nicodemus. In this 
lesson, which deals with one of the most spiritual 
things in the Book, we swung into the mill and the 
laboratory for our illustrations, in the hope that we 
might cross out some poor fellow the professor set 
running astray. The steel-maker or iron-founder has 
no trouble about the idea of being born again. He 
deals with “scrap.” And “converts” it. Then we got 
into the “wireless,” where intelligence travels on the 
wings of the wind. Winter winds preferred! And 
the greatest “sign,” the greatest miracle, of all is the 
constantly receiving miracle of love. Some lesson 
this with Iron Rose boys. 


Lesson 9.—Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman. 
When Jesus came hate ruled the world. God’s Chosen 
People were so full of it that their genius as a peo- 
ple was smothered, and the Greek was the artist both 
in stone and letters. Jesus came to bring love, that 
all the race may be a brotherhood. That was the great 
theme of this lesson. Then on the side we noted the 
Master’s method of leading his class of one to the 
water of life. He talked “water,” and not history 
and ethnology. In this lesson we got a glimpse of 
the reason Jesus’ manner of touching contemporary 
life jarred the fine folks of Zion Terrace. 


Lesson 10.—Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son. The 
danger of expecting too much. There was only one 
thing that interested this nobleman. He had a dying 
son. And here was a man who was doing extraordi- 
nary things. “Signs and wonders.” Faith does not 
argue. It prays. That is what this noblethan did. He 
got life. So will you. In the light of present day 


- “signs and wonders,” any fellow .who falls over the 


Bible miracles is not fit to be out alone. My doctor 
friend and I talked it out, you may remember. When 
the nobleman believed he gathered in his whole house. 
I wonder if you do? 


Lesson 11.—Jesus Driven from Nazareth. “Get 
the Habit” is a good slogan for a class of men. It 
is that of .the fellows out at Portland, Ind. Folks 
who know me know my hobby. Showing the world 
that all lasting success comes entirely out of religion. 
I do not argue. My exhibits are men, the biggest in 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Fourth Quarter 

. October 5.—The Choice of the Twelve ...Matthew 10 : 1-8 
October 12.—The Sermon on the Mount ..Matthew 5 to 7 
October 19.—The Parable of the Sower ...... Mark 4: 1-20 
. October 26.—The Stilling of the Storm ...Mark 4 : 35-41 
November 2.—The Prodigal Son — World’s Temper- 

Bene DAMES on corcnvas ca scceseeecnnsws 950s Luke 15 : 11-24 


eeenn 


6. November 9.—The Feeding of the Five Thousand 
John 6: 1-15 
7. November 16.—Peter’s Confession ...... Matthew 16 : 13-20 
8. November 23.—The Transfiguration ...... Luke 9: 28-36 
9. November 30.—The Good Samaritan ...... Luke 10 : 25-37 
0. December 7.—The Man Born Blind ........ John 9: 1-41 
11. December 14.—The Raising of Lazarus ...... John 11 : 1-44 
12. December 21.—The Conversion of Zacchaeus Luke 19 : 1-10 


Or, 
Christmas Lesson — God’s Gift to the World 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 
Central Period of Christ's 


13. December 28.—Review: 


Ministry 
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the land. So big every fellow can see for himself. 
I trotted out several in this lesson. Make up to all 
the fine fellows of your acquaintance —the Worth 
Whilers — and don’t be sorry you didn’t when you read 
their obituaries. The way to make anything go,—a 
business, a reform, a courtship, a anything,—is to 
get a competitor, an opposition, another fellow, a re- 
sistance of some sort. 


Lesson 12.—Jesus Makes a Missionary Tour. This 
is a lesson on earnestness or, rather, lack of earnest- 
ness. How many a fellow who studied this lesson last 
Sunday had ever gotten up a long while before day 
and gone out and prayed about his business, his job, 
his family, or anything else that was on his heart? 
Mighty few, and you know it. Maybe that is the rea- 
son some of us do not get very far. This lesson is so 
close to the end that it is hardly likely it will get 
into the Review — unless you did not get through with 
the Old Fellow, “the enemy and his various games. 
The Iron Rose Class decides always that the Power 
that made this world has power to run it. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teaching. 











O*. THE Review day there is no necessity to pon- 
der the best principle to apply in the teaching 
because, by the very fact of the decision to close each 
Quarter’s lessons with a review, the principle has 
been selected for us. It is a constant reminder of the 
value of one of the principles of learning which is 
frequently ignored. Unless the first impression is 
unusually vivid the repetition of that impression is es- 
sential for that which is to be retained. Our review 
problem therefore usually resolves itself into the ques- 
tion of the best method or device for accomplishing 
the purpose of the review without making it a mere 
matter of inattentive repetition which of course is 
worse than useless. 

One of the things to decide in a review is whether 
or not it is desirable to fix the facts in a certain order. 
In the lessons of this Quarter there has been an evi- 
dent intention to present the events in a chronological 
order, and it will, of course, be an advantage to have 
the class recall them in this order. Variety can be 
given to this by “skipping around” — asking, for in- 
stance, whether the talk to Nicodemus preceded or 
followed that to the Samaritan woman. For older 
classes it will be interesting to consult a good harmony 
of the Gospels and to locate in this period a few other 
outstanding events that may be added in the proper 
place to the outline. A supplementary review very 
worth while also is possible with the harmony, or with 
a good reference Bible if the class will read the ac- 
counts in the other Gospels of the events studied dur- 
ing the Quarter; not so much this time to note differ- 
ences as to fix better the main facts. 

HunrtTINGpON, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


ie: opening period in the ministry of Christ, 
which is reviewed in this lesson, is related to sev- 
eral major lines of prophecy and their fulfilment. 

1. The Birth of Christ—Christ was to be born 
of a virgin (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:22; Luke 1: 30-35); 
of the seed of Abraham (Gen. 12: 1-3; Matt. 1:1); 
of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10; Rev. 5:5); of 
the house of David (2 Sam. 7: 11-16; Luke 1: 34; 
Matt. 1:1; Acts 2:30; Rev. 1:3); in Bethlehem of 
Judea (Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4, 11, 15; Matt. 1:1). 
It should be noted that, with all genealogies lost, no 
person other than Jesus of Nazareth will ever be 
able to qualify as Israel’s Messiah. 


2. The Physical Body of Jesus—A blood-shedding, 
physical body was required to fulfil the Lamb type. 
By his death the Son of God superseded all animal 
sacrifices (Psa. 40:6-8; Heb. 10: 1-9). - 

3. The Messianic, Kingly Rights—Christ was 
prophesied to be the Messiah and the Son of David 
(Isa. 7:14; 2 Sam. 7: 11-16; Matt. 1: 23; Luke 1: 32). 

4. His Teaching and Healing Ministry—Of his 
teaching and healing ministry there was plain predic- 
tion (Isa. 61:1, 2; 53:4; Matt. -9: 35; 4:23-25). 

By all these explicit predictions and by their 
equally explicit fulfilment, there is evidence given of 
the faithfulness of God. Likewise there is assurance 
established that God will bring to fruition, in its 
precise time, each prophecy which is yet unfulfilled. 
“The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” (Isa. 1: 20; 
40:5; 58:14; Micah 4:4), and “The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this” (2 Kings 19: 31; ° 
isa..9:9). 

Darras, Tex. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in a Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Don’t Stop Short.—Let your soul de- 
light itself in fatness (Isa. 40: 2). Let 
us grasp intelligently the program of 
God. Here it is, clearly revealed in the 
Word of God. But, oh, how many of 
us stop short. We stop him short. It 
is just as if we went to a wealthy man 
for a contribution to some piece of work 
that commended itself to his judgment. 
We see him take out his check-book, and 
he puts down “1” with an “o” against. it. 
We say, “Thank you very much.” He 
says, “What are you thanking me for? 
I am going to put two more ‘o’s’ to it. 
You are thanking me for ten pounds, 
when I meant to give you a thousand 
pounds.” We thank our Father for ten 
pounds, when he wants to give us a thou- 
sand pounds; and he wants to make us 
spiritual millionaires; and he will do so, 
if we will only enter into his wonderful 
program of blessing —From the Rev. J. G. 
Mantle, in Keswick Weck. Sent by the 
Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, 
Eng. 


What Can I Spare?—God so loved the 
world (Golden Text). 


“What can I spare? we say, 
Ah! this and this, 
From mine array 
I am not like to miss, 
And here are crumbs to feed some hungry 


one, 
They do but grow a cumbrance on my 
shelf— ; 
And yet, one reads, our Father gave His 


Son, 
Our Master gave Himself.” 


—From Frederick Langbridge. Sent by 


M. E. Masson, Ottawa, Can. 


A Garden in a Bottle.—God so loved 
the world (Golden Text). I read of a 
minister who was invited to go and see 
a garden of roses. The garden was a 
very extensive one, covering broad acres. 
Nothing but roses. Roses of every fra- 
grance; roses of every color. When he 
was leaving the garden the owner pre- 
sented him with a little phial—a bottle 
containing what*he called attar of roses. 
As far as fragrance was concerned, that 
little bottle contained the garden in min- 
iature, and in its tiny globe he had the 
sweetness of all those broad acres. Now, 
the Apostle John, who leaned on the 
bosom of Christ, and who knew him bet- 
ter than any of the disciples, gives us 
the attar of roses, so far as this subject 
is concerned. He, takes all the words 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; he presses 
them; he distills them, and gives us in 
one simple sentence the essence, the quin- 
tessence of them all—From a sermon by 
Dr. Crawford Johnson. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. Prise illustration. 


Kings — and the King.—He gave his 
only begotten Son (Golden Text). A piece 
of jewelry was submitted to the most 
expert valuer in New York City. He 
applied his test for weight, cut, color, 
and the like, to the emeralds, balanced 
the gold against the little brass weights 
in his scales, considered a minute, and 
then wrote upon the sheet a valuation, 
which was so small a fraction of the ex- 
pected figure that the eager customer ut- 
tered a cry of dismay. “They are not 
first-rate stones, you see,” he explained. 
“Not first-rate!” cried the owner. “How 
can that be? They were a royal gift.” 
“Ah,” cried the gray-haired connoisseur, 
“I have handled many royal gifts, and 
long ago learned that kings keep their 
best for themselves.” It is not so with 
the bounty of our King. He gave his 
only begotten Son.—Sent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 
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The Credential of Wounds.—W/hoso- 
ever (Golden Text). I remember when 
a hospital in Philadelphia was opened 
during the War, a telegram came, saying, 
“There will be three hundred wounded 
men to-night, be ready to look after 
them,” and from my church went thirty 
men and women to look after the 
wounded. No one asked whence they 
came; there was a wounded man, and the 
only question was how to treat him most 
gently. And when a soul comes to God, 
he does not ask where he came from. 
Healing is there for all his wounds, par- 
don for’ all his guilt.".—From T. DeWitt 
Talmage. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Creation, Then Redemption.—W hioso- 
ever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life (Golden Text). In 


| creation, God gave the product of the 


earth for our bodies. In redemption, he 
gave his only begotten Son for our souls. 
—From Moody’s “Notes from My Bible.” 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, Lon- 
don, Eng. 


Facts versus Feelings.—W hosoever be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life (Golden Text). There is an 
old saying of Samuel Rutherford’s: “Be- 
lieve God’s love and power more than you 
believe your own feelings and experi- 
ences. Your Rock is Christ, and it is 
not the Rock which ebbs and flows, but 
your sea.”—Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


When Were You Redeemed?—For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life (Golden Text). Some time 
ago an evangelist traveling on the cars 
was singing to himself the song, “I’ve 
Been Redeemed.” A_ fellow-passenger, 
hearing, joined him in the song. After 
singing, the evangelist put the question 
to the stranger, “Have you been re- 
deemed?” “Yes, praise the Lord,” was 
the answer. “May I ask how long since?” 
“About nineteen hundred years ago.” The 
astonished evangelist echoed in surprise, 
“Nineteen hundred years ago?” “Yes, 
sir,” said the fellow-passenger, “but I’m 
sorry to say it’s not much more than a 
year that I have known of it.”—From the 
Expositor. Sent by W. G. Irving, Mont- 
real, P. Q., Can. 





From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review.—Lord Jesus, 
we have been studying about thyself in 
the beginning years. We thank thee for 
the revelation of thyself in the days when 
thy ministry was making its first impres- 
sion upon the people. We thank thee for 
every expression of the glad tidings of sal- 
vation that came from thy words and thy 
deeds. And we rejoice that these are for 
us as well as for those who heard them and 
saw them. May we commit our lives freely 
to thee and receive power for the service 
that we so gladly render to thee as thou 
dost give us opportunity. We ask this in thy 
dear name. Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—It is 
well to ruake as much use of the abilities, 
of teachers and scholars as is possible 
on Review Sunday. Upon this occasion 
why not let one of the boys speak for 
five minutes upon what we can learn 
from Jesus as a boy? One of the teachers, 
in five minutes, might describe the lit- 
tle town of Nazareth. This description 
can be found in any good Bible dictionary, 
and will give light upon the way in which 
Jesus was brought up. And then let one 
of the girls give an account of the won- 
derful interview of Jesus with the wo- 
man at Jacob’s well, describing the loca- 
tion of the well and the surroundings, 
telling somewhat about the difficulty be- 
tween the Jews and the Samaritans, all 
of which can be found in a good Bible 
dictionary. The superintendent could 
then say just a word to emphasize what- 
ever lesson in the Quarter he thinks most 
needs emphasizing in the school. Or the 
superintendent might prefer to follow the 
plan of a written review, questions for 
which are suggested as follows: 

1. What is the greatest event in the 
world’s history, and in what town did it 
occur ? 

2. In what ways was the boy Jesus an 
example to boys to-day ? 

3. By whom was Jesus baptized, and 
what did the voice from heaven say: at 
the time? 

4. Name the three temptations of Jesus. 

5. What four disciples were called first, 
to follow Jesus, as shown in the fiith 
lesson ? 

6. What was the first miracle of Jesus? 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 




















THE END OF THE ROAD! 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1924 


7. Tell briefly the conversation of Jesus 
and Nicodemus, and write out John S: 10, 


8. Describe the conversation of Jesus 
and the woman, and at whose well? 


9. For what reason was Jesus driven 
from Nazareth? What did he say was 
his mission? 
_ 10. Tell briefly the story of Jesus heal- 
ing the leper. 

Another Plan.—In response to my re- 
quest in this department, Mr. Frank V. 
Coggins, supefintendent of the Monu- 
ment Street M. E. Sunday-school, Balti- 
more, Md., writes: “s 


“About three years ago’ we made ar- 
rangements at a meeting of our teachers 
and officers to have a Decision Day three 
times a year. At the end of each Quar- 
ter twenty minutes only is allowed for the 
lesson in the class, and twenty minutes for 
a special service of our pastor. At nearly 
every one of the services we have one 
or more bow at the altar. The teachers, 
knowing that these special services are 
held at the end of the Quarter can teach 
with this definitely in their mind. The 
Quarter we skip is the one falling the 
last Sunday in June. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“He is the King of love.” 

“Standing on the promises.” 

“I will sing the wondrous story.” 

“Because He loved me so.” 

“Tell me the old, old story.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ Name.” 

“What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 

“Even me, even me.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3 : 16. 
“It is Good to Sing Th yPraises” (184 : 1-3). 
Psalm 92: 1-5, 12-15. 
“I Love the Lord” (227 : 1-3). Psalm 116: 1-14. 
“Thy Matchless Worth” (220 :1-3). 
Psalm 108: 1-6, 12, 13. 
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For Teachers of Children 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


INTS for Review Sunday—During 

summer vacation a number of your 
children may have been away and not 
have heard all the lesson stories about 
the life of Jesus. The general plan 
of review may be: The baby Jesus, the 
boy Jesus, and the man Jesus. If pic- 
tures have been used during the Quarter 
they will help in recalling the stories. 
Only brief mention can be made of each 
story. 


General Thought—Jesus is God’s best 
gift to the world. 


Introduction.—Every child likes to re- 
ceive gifts. Birthdays and Christmas are 
happy times for making and receiving 
gifts. Some gifts may be all your own, 
such as a coat, roller skates, or a book; 
some are for the whole family, such as a 
piano, victrola, an automobile, a radio 
set. God’s gifts are for all the world. 
To everybody God gives the new days 
and nights; the light of the sun, moon, 
and stars; the beauties of the sky, the 
earth, the seas; fresh air, sunshine and 
rain; trees, grass, flowers, and more 
things than any one can name. 

God sends these gifts to all, because 
God is Love. To every one of us God 
has given life. How thankful we should 


1be! Of all God’s gifts to the whole 


world; his gift of Jesus was the very 
best. . 
“Angels brought the message 
Of the baby’s birth; 
Said he was the Saviour, 
Sent to all the earth.” 
(Melodies. Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Towa, 35 cts.) 


Where was the baby Jesus born? 
was his bed? Who were his first visi- 
tors? Repeat John 3: 16. 
“Day by day, the little Jesus 
Grew like you and me, 
Learned to say a prayer to heaven 
At his mother’s knee.” 


When he was twelve the boy Jesus 
went to God’s temple in Jerusalem. What 


What 














Lesson for September 28 
Review 


happened during that visit? Then he 
went home to Nazareth, with Mary and 
Joseph. There he grew to manhood. 
Then he went about doing good by 
preaching, teaching, and healing. 

Mention the different people to whom 
Jesus talked: The teachers and wise-men 
in the temple; to his cousin John the 
Baptist, by the river Jordan; there he 
was baptized. Jesus talked to Satan, who 
tried to tempt him in the lonely wilder- 
ness; to the fishermen, who became his 
first disciples and helpers, when Jesus 
said, Follow me. One night Jesus talked 
to the rich ruler, Nicodemus, and taught 
him how God’s Spirit could come into 
his heart and life, like the gentle wind 
upon the housetop. At the well Jesus 
told the woman who came for water that 
ta Spirit was like the Water of 

ife 

What happened one day in the temple 
when Jesus said, My house shall be called 
a house of prayer ? What happened one 
Sabbath in the Nazareth synagogue, when 
Jesus read from Isaiah’s book, and 
preached to the people? 

One story told how Jesus helped at a 
wedding. Who else was there? How 
did he help? Two stories told about peo- 
ple whom Jesus healed. Mention the 
nobleman’s son, whom Jesus healed by 
his words; also the leper, whom Jesus 
healed by his touch and his words. In 
these different ways, and others which 
we shall learn next Quarter, Jesus proved 
that he was God’s best gift to the world. 
He is a gift to every child who will re- 
ceive Jesus into his heart and life. 


Peoria, ILL. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Sniith’s Boys’ Class 


Review 


AY, fellows, the twelve lessons of 

the Quarter just past have carried 
us over that part of our Lord's life, from 
birth until he was about thirty-one and 
a half years of age — including approxi- 
mately twenty months of his public min- 
istry. Let us pick up these lessons, one 
by one, and briefly remind ourselves of 
some of the great truths which have come 
to us through them, 


1. His Birth. Starting (where the : 


shepherds found him) on a nine-months’ 
study of the Life of Christ. The best 
place to start anything is at the feet of 
the Saviour. 


2. His Boyhood. Growth. What we 
know about his boyhoéd from the brief 
sentences in the second chapter of Luke. 
He grew. He grew physically strong. 
He grew in grace. He realized he had 
a life mission supreme. He was obedi- 
ent to his. parents. He grew in favor 
“— God and man. 

His baptism. Completeness. He 
fulfilled prophecy. He fulfilled the Law. 
He fulfilled all righteousness.. Ours is 
a perfect Saviour. 

4. His Temptation. How he met it. 
Fighting the Devil with God’s*sWord. A 
high goal helps to pass by the present 
temptation. 

5. His Disciples. Winning others. 
Proving him. “Come and see.” 

6. His Social Activities. He was a 
great blessing to the marriage feast at 
Cana. He wants to enter with us into 
our social and recreational life. 

7. His Reverence for God’s House. 
Correcting (our) behaviour in the Holy 
Temple. 

8. His Quiet Talk with Nicodemus. 
The result upon Nicodemus. Standing 
up for Christ among his enemies. The 
occasion of John 3: 16. 

9. His Talk with a Woman. The re- 
sult. How close to us is glorious serv- 
ice for Christ! 

10. His Response to Faith. The man who 
“believed the word which Jesus spake 
...” and thereby got a great blessing. 

11. His Transforming Power. Making 
the blind see — the deaf hear — prisoners 
free—down-hearted people have hope 
and rejoice. 

12. His Cleansing Power. A _ leper 
made clean. A sorry beggar changed to 
an enthusiastic witness for Christ! 

Greenssoro, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew given. Perhaps the gi 


sions for their answers: 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What did Jesus’ preparation years 
give him? 
2. What are yours giving you? 


entage and ancestry —or race? 


ily life of his childhood? 











munity in which fe grew up? 
SEE how many definite items your girls 





that first question above. List them on‘ his preparation for life? 


board or big sheet of — as they are] 
rls can think more 
clearly if you suggest the following divi- 


(1) What did he receive from his par- 
(2) What did he receive from the fam- 
(3) What did hg receive from the com- 


1 (4). What other “advantages” did he 
can contribute towards an answer to} have which may have contributed toward 
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Their composite reply will include 
something like this list: (1) good blood, 
high ideals, deeply religious inclinations, 
training in the Scriptures, persistence in 
purpose; (2) self-denial, hard work 
(manual), plain living with high think- 
ing, genuine interest in all religious ob- 
servances, hardy health, unselfishness, 
sense of responsibility (for younger 
brothers and sisters and widowed (?) 
mother) ; patience to wait for a long-de- 
layed, deeply-desired end; (3) village 
outlook on life, hard criticisms, probably, 
from Mary’s old neighbors, beautiful and 
varied aspects of nature, occasional 
glimpses of the busier life of the out- 
side world, on highway near Nazareth, 
training in the little synagogue school; 
(4) honest poverty, the yearly trip to 
Jerusalem to the Feast of the Passover, 
the individual character of both his 
mother and “father,” being one of a large 
family group—not less than. eight or 
nine persons in Joseph's family. 


2. After a bit of quiet thinking about 
each of these “advantages,” which many 
of our girls would consider very real 
hardships, see whether they can trace the 
results of them in even the early period 
of his ministry —as so far studied. But 
save time to turn the lesson home with 
question two (above) and ask your girls 
what they are getting from their years 
of preparation. Help them each to look 
their lives fairly in the face and see the 
advantages that are there— many over 
which ‘they have been grumbling which 
might be listed as blessings if they would 
so receive them.. Without being too per- 
sonal you will know how to speak lov- 
ingly of certain facts in their lives which 
are possible training-courses for coming 
responsibilities and joys —help your girls 
so to see them, so to receive them — as 
the young Man of Nazareth did. 


Home Study 


_ Make a prayer-list of. the difficulties 
in your own life which God can use for 
your better preparation if you will so 
receive them. Make it honest—in his 
sight — then ‘pray it through. 
Decatur; GA, 
we 


An Inexpensive Library on 
The Life of Christ 


IX books or booklets are specially 

recommended as an adequate and. well 
balanced, yet inexpensive, little library 
for teachers on the fiine months’ lessons 
on the life of Christ which began on 
July 6th. 

The books may be purchased from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, separately at the prices given, 
or at a special price of $3, postpaid, for 
the set of six (including the cloth edi- 
tion of “What is the Gospel ?”). 


The Life of Jesus Christ. By James Stalker. 
A thoroughly usable volume on the Life of 
Christ. 90 cents. 

Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry 
of Christ. With an outline harmony of the 
Gospels. By George E. Croscup. The dis- 
tinctive feature of this work is found in the 
two sheets of folding colored charts bound 
in at the back of the book. These charts 
make visible and real the earthly life of our 
Lord by localizing its historical facts and 
features, which are harmonized with the 
Gospel story thereof, thus helpfully con- 
necting tirne, place, and event. Harmony 
and charts are interdependent, and make up 
the author’s “‘visible method” of teaching 
history and applying it to the Gospel narra- 
tives. $1.25. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings. By C. E. 
Arnold, A.M. Four clear outline journey 
maps, showing the various periods of Jesus’ 
ministry, with the events, and the location 
of the Scripture passages in parallel columns. 
Pocket size. 25 cents. 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By Pro- 
fessor Matthew Brown Riddle. Shows the 
events of the Gospel story, places, and dates, 
and location in each Gospel, in parallel col- 
umns. 15 cents. 

How to Study the Four Gospels. The last 
published work of the greatly beloved Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, giving suggestions 
for study, analyses of each Gospel, and other 
helpful material. 25 cents. 

What is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. Straightforward talks on the 
heart of the Gospels. It gives God's Word 
on Why Men are Lost, How Men are Saved, 
What is Salvation, The Blessed Hope, The 
Victorious Life. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 52. September 28. The Division of the Kingdom. 


Golden Text.—Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God.—Heb. 3: 12 


1 Kings 12-16 




















Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


53. Oct. 5.—Elijah at Mt. Carmel 
1 Kings 17,18 


54. Oct. 12.—Elijah at Horeb ..... 1 Kings 19-22 
55. Oct. 19.—Translation of Elijah, and 
the Call of Elisha ............ 2 Kings 1, 2 


56. Oct. 26.—Ministry of Elisha ..2 Kings 3, 4 
57- Nov. 2.—Healing of Naaman ..2 Kings 5 
58.—Nov. 9.—Further Ministry of Elisha 

2 Kings 6-8 
59. Nov. 16.—Jehu’s Reign ....... 2 Kings 9, 10 


How to Master This Lesson 
By Frank W. Lange 


Introduction 
OD’S viewpoint, through 1 and 2 
Kings, is “the kingdom” which he 

had established in Israel and what is 
said about the kings is subordinate to 
this idea. These books, originally one 
book, record how both kings and people 
failed and how “the kingdom” was re- 
moved from Israel (see 2 Kings 17:21; 
24:3, 4, 20; Jer. 22:2-30; 27: 4-8, 12; 
Ezek 21:27). Into this scheme the les- 
son fits; it records how “the kingdom” 
was rent in two (11:12, 13, 31); how 
each part went deeper into apostasy; and 
how, when Israel seemed completely apos- 
tate Elijah came (19:14, 18; see 18: 
1; Mal. 4:.5, 6). 
Historical Setting 

Dividing the nation weakened it. Dur- 
ing the sixty years or so covered by the 
lesson the surrounding nations grew 
stronger (see 14: 25-28; 15: 18-20), un- 
til those that David had subjected be- 
came free and as ‘strong as either Israel 
or Judah. But these.two kingdoms not 
only fought each other, against God’s 
command (12:24; 15:6), but they com- 
mitted the greater sin of making leagues 
with other nations against their brethren. 
Geography 

The Territory of Solomon Divided into 
Three Parts: (1) From the latitude of 
Dan to the Euphrates was Syria; (2) 
then came Israel, ares both sides of 
the Jordan south of Syria; (3) farther 
south was Judah, its northern border an 
irregular line from near Joppa to the 
Jordan at Jericho, then running south 
along the Dead Sea and again east along 
the border between Moab, which was sub- 
ject to Israel, and Edom which was sub- 
ject to Judah (see maps). 


How to Study this Lesson 

Political Division: ‘The cause was 
from the Lord” (12:15) is the key to 
the record (12: 1-24). “We will serve 
thee” (12:4) was a good start; Jero- 
boam is a suppliant, not an aggressor, and 
the people ask relief and not release. 
But Rehoboam wanted advice according 
to his own opinion (vs. 8, 10) and got 
it. With verse 17 compare 2 Chronicles 
3933, 14 36; 17). 

Religious Division: “Behold thy gods, 
O Israel” (12: 28) is the key to the sec- 
tion (12: 25-33). Jeroboam’s sin of un- 
belief (12:26, 27; comp. 11:37, 38) re- 
sulted in the sin of idolatry, imposed on 
the nation (12: 28-30) and bolstered by 
a perversion of God’s law (12:32, 33; 
comp. Lev. 23:34). From this apostasy, 
begun at Sinai (Exod. 32:19), the na- 
tion never departed (comp. 14:16; 2 
Kings 17:22). 


God’s Three Signs: God intervened in 
a vain effort to save king and people. 
Jeroboam met the first sign (13:3, 5) 
with the sin of rebellion (13: 4); the sec- 
ond (13:4) by an attempt to corrupt 
God’s messenger (13:7); the third (13: 


23-25) by persisting in “his evil way” 
(13: 33, 34). Of course, only judgment 
remained (14:1-18), but, as always, 
mixed with mercy (14:12, 13, 18). 
The Altar Prophecy: God reproved the 
religious revolt by a prophecy (13:2) 
which he enlarged (14:15, 16) and after 
three centuries literally fulfilled (2 Kings 
23: 15-18). Although at that time Israel 
had been in captivity for almost a cen- 
tury (2 Kings 17: 6) and Judah was about 
to be similarly punished, yet God and 
“the men of the city” remembered it (2 
Kings 23: 17). 


Judah’s Apostasy: Outstanding features 
of the record (14: 21 to 15:24) are: (1) 
the sins of the people (14: 22-24); (2) 
the metal that speaks of judgment re- 
places that which speaks of glory (14: 
26-28) ; (3) “for David’s sake” still pro- 
cures forbearance (15: 3-5); (4) a par- 
tial revival (15: 12-15) is succeeded by 
(5) reliance on man (15: 17-22; comp. 
2 Chron. 16: 7-9). 


Israel’s Terrible Plight: In forty years 
(15:25 to 16:27) there are five kings, 
of four dynasties, and two periods of civil 
war, because every king persisted in “the 
sin of Jeroboam” (see 15:26, 34; 16:2, 
7, 19, 26), Then came Ahab, who was 
worse than all (16: 28-34) as God as- 
serts and the next six chapters show 
(comp. 21:25, 26). An incident shows 
the people’s unbelief (16:34) anda 
prophecy spoken five hundred years 
earlier is fulfilled (Josh. 6:26). 


Other Scripture 


It is important to study the correspond- 
ing account (2 Chron. 10:1 to 16:14) 
which while dealing particularly. with 
Judah throws much light upon the his- 
tory of Israel also. More than the ac- 
count in Kings it emphasizes the view- 
point of God. Give particular attention 
to the following: Shishak’s invasion (12: 
1-12) ; Abijah’s address (13: 3-20) ; Asa’s 
victory and covenant (14: 9to 15:15), and 
Asa’s failure and punishment (16: 1-12). 


Reference Literature 


“The Annotated Bible,” Josh.-Chron., 
by A. C. Gaebelein (“Our Hope” Publi- 
cation Office, New York, $2). 

“Christian Workers’ Commentary,” - by 
James M. Gray, D.D. (The Sunday 
School Times, Philadelphia, $3). 

Articles under the names of*the several 
kings in “A Dictionary of the Bible,” by 
John D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $4). . 

Dauias, Tex. 
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For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


HE emphasis in this lesson should be 
put on (1) the causes of division, and 
(2) the consequences of division. 

In reviewing the life of Solomon for 
the causes of division, discussion may be 
led to bring out the strong and the weak 
points of Solomon’s character. 


First of all, wisdom will probably be 
named as a good trait (1 Kings 3:11, 
12; 4: 29-34). This, however, was really 
sagacity rather than spirituality. It may 
have been a higher grade of wisdom at 
first (1 Kings 3:7, 11; 8: 12-61), but 
Solomon failed during his latter years to 
live up to God’s “If” (3:14; 11:9, 10). 
He did not really have the true wisdom 
which he commends in his own proverbs 
(Prov. 11: 30; cf. 1°Cor. 1220, 21: 2: 
6-16). 

Second, he was autocratic in his king- 
dom with his own subjects. He laded 
them with a heavy yoke (1 Kings 5: 13- 
1s 33:4; 10; TY), 

Third, he was not always fair in his 
commercial relations or leagues with 


Fourth, he had too many luxuries “for 
his pleasure” (9:19; cf. 4: 1-28; 10: 1I- 
29). 

_ Fifth, he was guilty of looseness of liv- 
ing, brought about by his wives (11: 1-3). 
Sixth, though he-built the temple, yet 
he lowered his religious standards by 


(1) Scattering rather than centralizing 
places of worship (3: 3). 


(2) Setting up idol worship (11: 4-13). 


The lesson applied to-day is. obvious: 
(1) Intellectual superiority never takes 
the place of power and guidance from 
God’s Spirit. (2) Subjects can be led 
(David), not driven (Solomon). (3) 
In all social relations, “fair play” is 
essential, (4) Abundance of possessions 
is often too great a responsibility. (5) 
Marriage may be the opening wedge for 
(6) getting away from the old faith into 
(a) diffusion of beliefs and philosophies, 
or weak allegiance to any one church, or 
(b) substitution of some personal idol for 


od. 
All of these factors influenced the situ- 
ation that Rehoboam faced as he inher- 
ited the kingdom. The weaknesses of 
his father left him weaponless to cope 
with circumstances, and the failures of 
his father left him a most unhappy §heri- 
tage. The story of. the rebellion against 
him, headed by Jeroboam, may be quickly 
drawn out. It is a vivid picture, and 
one sure to be remembered. 

The serious consequences of the divi- 
sion were soon apparent. A line of worth- 
less kings fotlowed Jeroboam in quick 
succession: Nadab, the son;. Baasha the 
usurper; Elah, his son; Zimri, the “seven 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


HERE was a dark side to the life of 

Solomon. He sinned against the Lord 
(1 Sam. 11: 4-8). He did all the things 
God said the king of Israel should not do. 
(See Deuteronomy 17: 16, 17.) The Lord 
was angry with him -and told him he 
would take away the kingdom from his 
son Rehoboam and give it to one of his 
servants. “For David’s sake” he prom- 
ised to leave him one tribe. David and 
Solomon had reigned over all the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Solomon had made 
slaves of the people and made them pay 
such heavy taxes that they were dissatis- 
fied with him, 

God sent his prophet to Jeroboam “the 
servant,” and told him he was going to 
take the kingdom away. from Solomon’s 
son and give him the ten tribes, leaving 
Rehoboam only one tribe. Then God told 
him if he would obey him he would be 
with him as ruler, and his children should 
follow him as rulers. When King Solo- 
mon heard of it he tried to kill Jero- 
boam, but he ran away. Solomon died 
after reigning over Israel forty years. He 
was a great and wise king, but he “went 
not fully after the Lord, as did David 
his father.” ° 

After Solomon’s death the people gath- 
ered at Shechem to crown Rehoboam 
king. They sent for Jeroboam to come 
up from Egypt where he had been hiding 
from Solomon. Jeroboam spoke to Re- 
hoboam for all the nations of Israel, and 
asked him to take away the heavy bur- 
dens. Solomon had laid upon them, to 
ogg taxes lighter_and they would serve 

im. 

Rehoboam then had his opportunity to 
win the hearts of Israel by granting their 
request. He should have agreed at once, 
for it was his duty. Read his answer in 
verse 5. He asked the advice of the old 
men first, and they gave him godly ad- 
vice. Then he talked to the young men. 
He needed only one adviser, and that was 
God; but he did not consult him. He 
followed the advice of the young men, 
who told him not to“do his duty. He 
was filled with pride and wanted to show 
his power. See his answer on the third 
day (vs. 12-15) 








other nations (5: I-12; 9: 10-14). 
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day man”; and Omri, the founder of- the 
first permanent “house.” Anarchy and 
disorganization abounded. The protest of 
Jeroboam had been reasonable enough; 
but the subsequent policy adopted by him 
proved that the new order was little im- 
provement upon the old. Israel had 
jumped from the frying pan into the fire. 
In every protest against an old order it 
is necessary to be sure that the new 
holds something better. 

In this initial lesson in the division of 
the kingdom, chart work may be sug- 
gested. Many classes have kept up un- 
flagging interest in studying the whole 
thousand years before Christ, by adopt- 
ing the following plan. 

Buy double foolscap paper, folded 
lengthwise, and ruled across the sheet, 
but without column lines up and down. 
Rule your own columns, making the fol- 
lowing width and captions from left to 
right: 

1. % in. Ref. in Kings 
2. % in. Ref. in Chron. 

3. % in. Kind and No. Yrs. (for king of 

Judah) 

2 in. Kings of Judah (names of) 

2 in. Kings of Israel (names of) 

% in. Kind and No. Yrs. (for king of 
Israel) 

(Short sentence 
of. event. re- 
corded, as 
found in ref.) 
(names of) 
(names of, to be 
put in later) 
(names of) 


7. 4% in. Events 


8.2 in. Kings of Syria 
9.2 in. Kings of Assyria 


10.2 in. Prophets 


This will total seventeen inches, — the 
width of ordinary foolscap. 


would be (G=good; E=evil) : 


1§ : 16-23|16 : r-6| G |Asa|Baasha| E|Asa called Ben-hadad I. agt. Baasha, forcing Baasha to 


from Ramah. 


Further study of Syria may be reserved until a later lesson. 


cause of the hardness of the king, and 
they said they would not have him rule 
over them nor any of his house of Da- 
vid. They said they would choose a king 
of their own, and they chose Jeroboam 
as king over ten of the tribes of Israel, 
and Rehoboam had one. See God’s mes- 
sage in verses 35, 36 fulfilled. Rehoboam 
sent a messenger to collect taxes of the 
ten tribes, and Israel stoned him to death. 
Jeroboam’s kingdom was called “Israel,” 
or “the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes.” 
Rehoboam gathered his army of one 


planned to take his kingdom by force; 
but God sent a man to tell him he must 
not fight against his brothers, and to send 
every soldier home, for it was God’s own 
will that there should be two kingdoms. 
So they listened to the word of the Lord. 
Solomon, Rehoboam, and Jeroboam sin- 
ned. In every lesson we are taught that 
sin brings suffering and failure. Verses 
25 to 33 tell of the terrible wickedness of 
Jeroboam as he led Israel into sin (vs. 
28-30). See God’s punishment in 1 Kings 
14: 15, 16. 

And yet the people of Israel brought 
this sin upon themselves, for you remem- 
ber in 1 Samuel 8: 19, 20 they demanded 
a king “like all the nations,” after God 
warned them that it would bring suffer- 
ing to them. God wanted Israel to be 
his people and to worship him only. Jero- 
boam reigned twenty-two years and Re- 
hoboam seventeen years. They died in 
disgrace because they led the people to 
break God’s holy law as written in the 
Second Commandment (Rom. 6: 23). 


Memory Verses 
Beginners: 1 Kings 14: 30. 
Primary: 1 Kings 14: 30. 

Junior: 1 Kings 12:19 and 14: 30. 
Fort Worts, Tex. 


What is meant in the Bible by “the 
Kingdom’? What is the “Church”? Can 
you give a clear and Scriptural answer? 
You may be asked by some one in that 
wide-awake class of yours. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer’s book, “The Kingdom in His- 
tory and Prophecy,” published by The 
Sunday School Times cman, Phila- 
delphia, at $1. is wonderfully illuminat- 





The people of Israel grew angry be- 
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hundred and eighty thousand men and . 





a ae 
























a 











Lesson for September 28 
Review 





( The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





October 5. In His Steps. X. How Jesus 
Cheered the Fearful and Discouraged. 
Matt. 9:2; 10: 24-33; John 14: 1-3. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

October 12. My Denomination: Its History 
and Teachings. Acts 2: 1-21. 

October 19. My Denomination: Its Organ- 
ization and Aims. 1: Cor. 12: 1-13. 
October 26. Why Is Law-Enforcement Vital 

to Our Nation? Isa. 1 : 16-20. 





Sunday, September 28 


Organizing to Get Things Done 
(Neh. 1:1-6; 2:1-6; 4: 1-6) 





Mon.—Organizing for victory (1 Kings 
20 : 13-21). 

Tues.—For charity (Acts 6:1-7). 

Wed.—For discipline (Tit. 1 : 1-16). 

Thurs.—For efficiency (Neh. 4: 12-23). 

Fri—For helpfulness (Mark 2: 1-5). 

Sat.—For worship (1 Chron. 23 : 25-32). 











What are the objects of organization? 

What is the value of Christian Endeavor 
committee organization? 

What share in Christian Radeaver work 
have we as individuals and as a society? 


HE world is full of accomplishments 

which would never have been_possi- 
ble unless various individuals had banded 
together to make them real. While most 
of the world’s great achievements have 
had their inception in a single mind, 
they could never have been made tangible 
but for the willing co-operation of many 
other hands and brains. This co-opera- 
tion, this banding together to secure a 
mutually desired end, we call organiza- 
tion. ‘ 


Organization, thea, is a tool that men 
use to work with. It is of use only as 
long as the purpose for which it was 
created remains unactomplished. When 
some great building is completed, the 
constructing organization disbands. Its 
work is done. How futile it would be 
to have it continue, the men reporting 
daily for work for years after the build- 
ing was completed! Yet in some spheres 
men often lose sight of the fact that an 
organization is a tool, and only a tool. 

ye 

When an organizatien is remembered 
as a tool, and used as such, it is helpful 
to Christian young people. But it’s easy 
to forget that,—easy to erect an or- 
ganization that will not be for any par- 
ticular aim, —something that will take 
all our effort to “keep going’ without 
actually accomplishing anything. Of 
course many worth-while organizations 
go through periods when success looks 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 


Shanghai, China. These rates include} L. 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
to separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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doubtful, and in such times every mem- 
ber ought to stick by and work hard. 
But* over-organization is a common fault 
in churches. Look out for it. The Spirit 
of God wants you to band yourselves to- 
gether to do his will, but is it conceiv- 
able that he should want you to be so 
busied in oiling machinery that you can- 
not hear -his voice? 


To how many organizations do you belong? 
Are all of them worth-while? 


Would you be of more use to God if you 
dropped out from some of them? 


BERKELEY, CAL. 





Children at Home 











The Best of All the Cars 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


_ E day when I was crying hard be- 
cause I could not go to ride with 
Uncle Theodore a hundred miles or so, 
who should come strolling up the walk, 
and see my misery, but that great, tall, 
good-looking man they call “Professor 
Lee’! Oh, I was dreadfully ashamed 
that he should see me cry, but when I 
told my troubles he felt just as bad as I. 
He said he knew my Uncle Ted and often 
had a ride in that great, splendid car of 
his and knew just why I cried. “But 
then,” he smiled at me, “it cheers me up 
a lot to know that we are riding -faster 


-now than any car can go.’ 


Then he went on and told about the 
earth, a wondrous ball, that’s traveling 
all the days and nights and never stops 
at all; but carries on it all the towns and 
trees and hills and plains, and millions 
more of folks than all the cars and boats 
and trains. I got so interested in the 
magic things. he said, I quite forgot that 
I had cried to ride with Uncle Ted. I'd 
never stopped to think about the earth 
this happy way, but it’s delightful think- 
ing, and it makes the grandest play. 

One day I rode with Mother from Mis- 
souri clear to Maine. We ate and slept 
and everything, right on the moving train. 
We got so tired of noise and things that 
would go flying past, and oh, but we were 


‘glad to have the journey done at last! 


The train kept trembling all the while 
and tossing me around, and it felt good 
to stand again upon the steady ground. 

But in the world train, you must see, 
it’s not at all that way; just any time 
you like you can run right outdoors to 
play. The train makes not a jar or 
sound, and nothing’s flying by but the big, 
fleecy clouds that drift across the curv- 
ing sky. 

Now when £ go to bed at night I lie 
so cozy there, and, in the best of all cars, 
go sailing through the air. We were so 
crowded on the train, with hardly place 
for two, but this way you can take your 
room and all your folks with you. 

I know I never can forget this wise 
Professor Lee, and when I’m big I hope 
I'll be as comforting as he. 


GREENVIEW, ILL, 





With the New Books 











Just for Me and Thoughts of God (By 

A. Barter Snow).—Miss Snow is the 
author-of many precious spiritual book- 
lets, and has been intimately connected 
with the Bible Success Band and the Kes- 
wick movement in England. She has 
lately formed a small publishing com- 
pany operating exclusively for the distri- 
bution of Scripturally -sound literature 
and the combating of Modernism, and 
Christians will find it well worth while 
to send for a descriptive circular of such 
literature. The above booklets repre- 
sent some of her best devotional work, 
consisting of short readings. admirably 
suited for use during the quiet hour. 
(Just for Me, 2 shillings, net; Thoughts 
of God, 1 shiling, net; The Birling Pub- 
lishing Co., Birling, Kent, Eng.) 


Conflict and Conquest in Holiness 
(By J. C. Massee, D.D.)—The devo- 
tional value of the Old Testament has 





long been recognized. It abounds in illus- 
trations which are gripping in their in- 
tense appeal. Many sermons have been 
preached from such passages as those in 
the book of Joshua dealing with Israel’s 
entrance into their inheritance, and their 
conflict in the land. They are always in- 
teresting, and always they carry a mes- 
sage to the Christian heart. Dr. Massee 
has emphasized some of the practical les- 
sons which Israel’s experiences after their 
entrance into Canaan teach us. They are 
stimulating and heart-searching, and are 
filled with helpful instruction for the 
daily walk. Dr. Massee’s style is most 
pleasing, and this book will make a valu- 
able addition to any library. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 


Mistaken Views of Scripture (By 
James R. Conner).—These chapters re- 
produce articles which originally appeared 
week by week in two secular newspapers. 
They contain much. suggestive material 
which was well worth while putting in 
permanent shape, but some of the inter- 
pretations are quite impossible. The in- 
terpretation of the dancing of Herodias 
(p. 75) is absolutely wrong, and there are 
references to the Greek which are clearly 
incorrect. It is curious that one view 
which is said to be barred out by the 
Greek is actually accepted by that emi- 
nent Greek authority, Bishop Westcott (p. 
31). And so the book will need a very 
discriminating reading, because some of 
the contentions here set out as Scriptural 
are beyond question “the mistaken views,” 
not of readers of the Bible but of the 
author, (For sale by the author, 1905 
Kinney Street, Cincinnati, $1.35.) 


How to Study the Four Gospels (By 
the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D.). 
—The last written testimony given 
through this useful servant of God and 
teacher of the Word, contains some of 
the most precious gems for the instruc- 
tion of students and teachers of the 
Word that are to be found concerning 
the four Gospels. The characteristic 
clearness of Dr. Thomas’ writings en- 
ables the reader to grasp not only the 
outlines of truth in these marvelous rev- 
elations of the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, but helps one to behold many of 
the minutest details of the glory of our 
Lord. It is a book that will be useful to 
every Bible reader as long as he has op- 
portunity here to read God’s Word, il- 
luminating both Old and New Testa- 
ments. There are lists of splendid ref- 
erence books for Bible study, which are 
invaluable. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts. a copy, $2.50 a 
dozen, or $19 a hundred.) 


The Catholic Controversy in the New 
Testament Light (By J. H. Boldridge). 
—It is hardly possible to have too many 
books dealing with the Roman Catholic 
controversy, if, like this one, they are 
based on adequate knowledge, supported 
by convincing arguments, and expressed 
in courteous language. It is pointed out 
that the many parts of Romanism find 
their unity in the principle of the medi- 
ation of the priesthood between Christ 
and the sinner, and as the New Testa- 
ment places faith only between the peni- 
tent and our Lord “the conflict between 
the two teachings is exceedingly sharp.” 
The various aspects of the situation are 
presented with clearness, force, and bal- 
ance, and the book should be widely read 
and circulated for its conciseness, clear- 
ness, and cogency. The best weapon 
against Rome is the New Testament, and 
here its teachings are wielded with great 
effect. (The Stratford Co., Boston, $1.) 


How to Be Saved and How ts Be Lost 
(By R. A. Torrey, D.D.).—In this book 
of sermons Dr. Torrey has done-what he 
is eminently fitted to do, made plain and 
easy the way of salvation. In his preface 
he says, “The average man or woman, 
even among well-educated people, does not 
know just what to do to be saved.” It 
is to be feared that this is only too true, 
therefore any literature on the subject 
ought to be heartily welcomed. To be 
widely helpful it ought to be free from 
technicalities, and this is the case with Dr. 
Torrey’s book. He says, “I have reason 
to think that these sermons, which are 
simply an exposition in language that any 
man, woman, or child, can understand of 
what God has to say in his Word on this 
all-important subject, make the way to 
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be saved so plain that any one who wishes 
to know that way can easily find it.” 
The book is written in Dr. Torrey's char- 
acteristic and vigorous style, and the il- 
lustrations are both telling and timely. It 
is a book that every Christian will find 
profitable and inspiring. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 


Stony Brook 


A Preparatory School for Boys 
that is Distinctively Christian 

College trained faculty doing thorough and in- 
tensive work in small classes. Member of the 
University of the State of New York, and of the 
Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools 
of the Middle States and Maryland. 

Large campus, modern dormitories, new gym- 
nasium. $100,000 adminis tration building (under 
construction). Outdoor and indoor sports under 
expert supervision. 


A school of evanalcal atmosphere 
Chisinn ‘stolons: Stoty "st Ge Bile required 


Only 40 new on ae to be admitted for 1924- 
25. For catalog address the Principal. 


JOHN F. CARSON, D.D., LL. D., President 
FRANK E, GAEBELEIN, A.M., Principal 
Box K. Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 

















PAY US MONTHLY 


“Scofield Reference Bible | 


$2.00 Down and $2.00 Ye", 


EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE SIUDY | 


Bible 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, III. | 


WANTED — CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Men or women, full time or spare time 
to take orders for our religious and moral 
welfare books, Bibles and Testaments, 
Scripture wall mottoes. Fifty percent com- 
mission and freight paid with additional 
premiums and bonuses. Send for catalogs 
and full particulars. 


SHAW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept A. Berwyn, Illinois, (Suburb of Chicago) 
A SYLLABUS OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 
for Seminaries, Schools, and Classes. Concise, com- 


plete, 372 Pa es. Order from author, Rev., David S 
Clark, 243 ..19th St., Philadelphia, $2.25 postpaid. 























the breaking down of moral sanctions 
IS in Society to-day due to a weakened 9 
kelief in God 


READ “ THE HIGH WAY” © 


the problem now confronting the 
] patent that of how to prevent a 


7 sa undermining of the old faith 
by the teaching of theological schools 9) 
and even by t the ministry itself 

READ “ THE HIGH WAY” 


the young student of theology to-day 
IS finding it difficult, if not quite impossi- 


ble, to go hay college and semi- 


ary retaining the faith with which he 9) 
entered 


READ“ THE HIGH WAy” ~® 


[S: the ius of moment qe caus- 
in isastrous results on foreign mis- 
ao helds ? 


READ“ THE HIGH WAY” 


the example of our modern western 
civilization, with its painted, cigarette- 
smoking, scantily-clothed society 
women an insurmountable barrier to 

the progress of mission work in 
foreign lands ? 


READ“THE HIGH Way" ® 


it the duty of every preacher and 
1S: church member to resist the attacks 


whieh are being made to-day on the 
supernatural revelation on which 


Christianity is founded 
ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS 


and many others of equal importance 
are successfully answered in the form 
of an interesting and thrilling new story 


THE HIGH WAY 


CAROLINE ATWATER Mason's 
BOOK OF THE HOUR 
Suitable for young and old 
Fifth edition. $2.00, postpaid, 
Order a Copy To-day, from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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One Room or Many— 
as occasion demands 


ILSON Rolling Partitions roll out of the 

way, either vertically or horizontally. 
They provide rooms of different sizes for various 
pur poses. 


Send for Catalog No. 24 
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TEXT CALENDARS 


MAKE MONEY = 


Our new plan offers a wonderful 
opportunity for you to make 
large profits and willdo much 
to promote the welfare of the 
Church, the community and the 
Kingdom. ‘This is an opportu- 
nity to do real practical Christian 
service, and at the same time 
quickly make $50 to $500 b 
every home this beautiful 192 
Offer _to Agents and Churches. 
IDBAL HOLIDAY. GIFT—To individuals who 
desire a quantity for personal use as Holiday Gifts, 
we herewith quote smaller quantity rates: Single 
copies, 30c; 5—$1.40; 12—$3.00; 25—$5.75 ; 50— 
$10.00; 100—$17.00; 200—$32.00. 
The retail price is 30¢ each, ‘Terms, cash within 30 
oo after shipmant. bs mouet be signed by 
astor and officer organ zaion ordering. 
alendars are not returnable. - 


simply placing in 
Calendar, Special 








For 12 Vears Produced by 
SErQounoen BiISHING COMPANY 
314-324 West Superior Chicago, 














Amasinginvention doce 
away with coal or wood) 
The Inetant-Gae Oil 

urner ects in firebox of 
stove or pareaces 


Gives three times the heat of 
coal, and chea' ; Better 


introducto: ; 
te toeaitys” Setentifie Oil a ae 

ook, * nm % 
Bursing,” ‘Mention whether | “seo tose osmnie oder, 
for stove or furnace; 


INTERNATIONAL HEATING COMPANY 
Dep te 152.y, 117 South 14th St., St. Louis, Mo 














THE GREATEST BOOK IN THE WORLD ON 


“DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH” 


By Rev. CLARENCE LARKIN 
It contains 34 chapters, 42 splendid Prophetical Charts 
9x20 inches, and 43 ous-page charts, bound in cloth, 
31x2x inches square, The charts are unique, simple 
clear, and present every phase of Dispensational 
Truth. The book is the result of 35 years of Bible 
study, is sane, no ‘‘ Time-Setter,”’ contains no specu- 
lative matter, Sope Sow frvenecins. . 
Price, $5.00, pestpaid. Coligni Ave., New Rechelle, N. Y. 

















BRONZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
. (Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 





‘the law condemns; grace invites. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Réad- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Every Creature” 


HEN Jesus, at the close of his 

ministry, said, “every creature” 
(Mark 16:15), is this not exactly’ what 
he meant? Has the Church’ performed 
its Christ-appointed task, short of the full 
evangelization of every man and woman 
and child on the face of the earth? Pro- 
digious the task, but pentecostal God’s 
intended perpetual enduement for it until 
fts performance is accomplished. Has the 
enduement failed? No, not the endue- 
ment, but the Church’s full appropriation 
thereof. Let every unbelieving believer 
believe, and: “every creature” within his 
evangelizing sphere will hear the “good 
news.” The world, every unsaved crea- 
ture of it, needs evangelization; the 
Church, every unrevived member of x, 
meeds enduement. You and I must bear 
our share of the responsibility. If we 
fail, we add to the failure of the whole 
Church throughout the world. God’s pro- 
vision is such that we need not fail. WE 
Must NoT! “Every creature’ MUST 
be evangelized! 


September 22 to 28 
Mon.—John 3 : 7-17. 
The Purpose of Christ’s Coming. 
He came not to condemn, but to save, 
ir God’s 
purpose in Christ was positive, not nega- 
tive. Might not more be accomplished to- 


‘day if there were less of condemnation, and 





more of invitation; less pointing to the 
sinner, and more pointing to the Saviour? 


PraYER ‘SuGGESTIONS: Re-read the In- 


troduction; also the Introduction of last 
| week, and of the week before, if you 


rave them at hand. Are you meeting with 
others each week to pray for revival? It 
is not too early to begin praying also for 
December's watch night meetings. 
Tues.—Luke 2:7-16. The Birth of Jesus. 


What three more supreme everts in 
human history than the virgin birth of 
Jesus, his atoning death, and his physical 
resurrection? He who in his heart ac- 
cepts and believes these doctrines has no 
difficulty believing God’s Word at any 
point. He who doubts or rejects here 
doubts or rejects everywhere. 

PRAYER SvucGcestTions: Pray for all 
evangelical leaders. Some of them, un- 
known to the Church generally, may be 
slipping in doctrine or experience. They 
don't deliberately mean to if they are 
truly the Lord’s. Pray for them. Your 
prayers are THEIR safety. 


Wed.—Luke 2: 41-52. The Boyhood of Jesus. 


The twelve “silent years” of Jesus’ 
childhood history are covered by a sin- 
gle verse (v. 40) ; and the eighteen “silent 
years” of his youth and young manhood 
are covered by another verse (v. 52). 
Volumes are written into these two verses, 
Would that the same things could be said’ 
of all our earlier years! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Jewish missions, such as the Chicago He- 
brew mission (1311 South Kedzie Street), 
the Jewish Evangelisation Society (2654 
Marion Avenue, New York City), the 
Hebrew Christian Mission (152 East Sev- 
enth Street, New York City); also the 
missions in Toronto, Philadelphia, De- 
troit, and other large cities. 


Thurs.—Mark 1: 1-11, The Baptism of Jesus. 


“Made under the law,” that he might 
“redeem them that were under the law,” 
Jesus was absolutely obedient to every 
ordinance of righteousness from begin- 
ning to end. Submitting to baptism (a 
symbol of death) he signified obedience 
to his Father’s will that he should “taste 
death fer every man.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Bible training schools; the Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago; the National Bibl. In- 
stitute, New York City; the Bible Insti- 
tute of Los Angeles; the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible; also the schools in 





Minneapokis,. Denver, Washington, Ny- 
ack, Toronto, and. other. places. 
Fri.—Matthew 4: 1-11. : 

The Temptation of Jesus. 

“Tempted in all pointed like as we are,” 
but, unlike us in practise, though ‘not in 
privilege or possibility, conouering every 
temptation by resort to the written Word. 
Thrice he met the Devil with, “It is 
written,” the “sword of the Spirit.” We, 
toe, thus doubly equipped, are unconquer- 
able. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
boys and girls who have just left home 
for the first timé for college training. 
Pray that they may choose their friends 
wisely, and, above all, that they may not 
forget the Friend -“that sticketh closer 
than a brother.” -(How well the writer 
remembers his own early college days, 
and the prayers of faithful parents.) 
Sat.—John 1 : 35-45. First Followers of Jesus. 

Would we, too, be followers of Jesus? 
He was permeated with the Word (Luke 
2:47), was obedient to this Father’s law 
(Matt. 3:15), was endued by the Spirit 
(Mark 1:10), lived and conquered “by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God”. (Matt. 1:4), invited 
men to “Come and see” (John 1:39). 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for ail 
evangelists, and evangelization societies; 
for all personal workers and Gospel 
singers; for all Bible teachers and Bible 
classes. Pray. for all autumn open air 
campaigns, and all camp and tent meet- 
ings. Pray against the hireling spirit in 


‘Gospel. workers: 


Sun.—Isaiah 55: 1-13. God’s Invitation. 

Think of it! The “peace of God,” his 
“wine and milk,” the best he has, “with- 
out money and without price’! God's 
superior wares already paid for, and now 
absolutely free, versus the devil’s in- 
ferior wares at the cost of life itself! 
Is the man insane who deliberately 
chooses death rather than life? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
next door neighbor, and for all the wn- 
saved .of your community. Pray against 
the powers of darkness that would cén- 
trol if possible those Christian workers 





(Lesson for Sept. 28) SEPTEMBER 13,1924 


occupying “strategic positions.” Pray 
against the ungodly ambition and self- 
secking which would ensnare them. The 
need is great in these “perilous ~times.” 
Pray MUCH! 


“THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION” 


**The mest amazingly satisfying, simple, 
and conclusive study of this wondrous book 
| have ever read’’ is what the editor of ‘“Lhe 
Sunday School ‘Times’’ (Philadelphia) says of 
James H. McConkey’s latest book. 

To do the most possible good this book is sent 
absoluteiy free to any one interested enough to 
write forit. Address: 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S., Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., U.S.A. 


WORLD PEACE 


Is it a Reasonable Hope or a Delusion ? 
By CHAS. C. COOK 
Warmly commended by Dr. James M. Gray 

10c.; 12 for $1.00 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N, 812 N. LaSalle; Chicago 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods, 
Grade Only, 
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Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 





























THE HAPPY MAN 


LEARN THE 
SECRET 























Collins 





The author of this little story, Mr. 
H. A. Collins, brought a blessing to 
many Christians during his lifetime by 
advising them to invest their funds in 
a way which would not only give the 
best security and generous returns but 
which would also bring glory to God. 

Mr. Collins has recently been called 
to his reward but we offer without 
charge the above booklet to any who 
will send for it in order that many 
others may still be blessed by his min- 
istry. If you have, or expect to have, 
tunds to invest you will find ‘‘THE 
Happy Man’’ not only interesting but 
helpful. 
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